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MISCELLANEOUS. 


ACCOUNT OF THE EMPIRE AND 
CHURCH OF ABASSINIA. 


The following article is taken from 
the Christian Observer for October 
last, and was doubtless furnished 
for that work by the Rev. Mr. 
Yeates, a professor in the universi- 
tyof Cambridge. The information 
here collected is, therefore, worihy 
of particular attention. Africa has 
many and strong claims upon the 
Christian world. Those who are 
earnestly engaged to promote the 
knowledge of the Gospel, in every 
part of the earth, will inquire as to 
the practicability of establishing 
missions in Africa, as well as Asia; 
in places partly enlightened with 
Christianity, as well as among pa- 
guns and idolaters. , 

it will be observed, that Mr. Yeates 
has spelt the word Abassinia ‘iffer- 
ently from the common mode. As 
he probably has the means of being 
correct in this particular, we have 
followed him. Ep. Pan, 


‘o the Editor of the Christian Ob- 
server. 


As, Sir, you wish to gratify 
your readers with some useful- 
and authentic information res- 
pecting the Ethiopic Christians, 
and scem to invite such commu- 
nications, | here transmit to you 
What I have collected from va- 
"ous books; being part of a work 
» may hereafter publish, under 
the utle of Ecclesiastical Collec- 
“ons, chiefly Oriental, &c. T.Y. 

Vou. V. Mew Series. 


ABASSINIA is avast and exten- 
sive country, situated on the 
eastern confines of Africa, where 
it is bounded by the shore of the 
Red Sea, towards the Straits of 
Babelmande]. Its extent is com- 
puted at a million of square 
miles. It contains several prin- 
Cipalities, subject to the same 
sovereign, of which one, called 
Tigri, formerly the seat of the 
Ethiopian kings, comprehends 
twenty-four provinces: these 
principalities are, in reality, so 
many petty kingdoms. Abassi- 
nia distinguishes Christian from 
Pagan Ethiopia; which last 1s 
considerably more extensive, and 
comprehends a number of nae 
tions. 

Gondar, or, aS it is called, Gon- 
dar a Catma; i. e. the City of the 
Seal; is the capital of the em- 
pire, and the chief residence of 
the Emperor, and of the 4éduna, 
or Patriarch, who has a hand- 
some palace contiguous to the 
patriarchal church. The city is 
three leagues in circumference, 
and contains a hundred Christian 
churches 

Emfras, next to Gondar, from 


which it is distant a day’s jour- | 


ney, is one of the most consider- 

able cities of Abassinia, and the 

only one where the Mahometans 

are allowed the public exercise 

of their religion, and where their 
67 
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houses are intermixed with those 
of the Christians. 

The population and streneth 
of the empire'may be inferred 
from the numerous armies they 
can raise at a short time, and at 
a small expense. They wage 
war, with the Pagans annually, 
lor the security of their own do- 
minions,and to prevent the grow- 
ing power of their enemies, es- 
pe cially the kings of Galla and 
Changalla. Their armies are 
ery large: one commanded by 

he Emperor in 1699, or 1700, 
cadaland of between four and 
five hundred thousand men. 

In Europe, says my author, 
we have long been in an error 
about the color of the Ethiopi- 
ans; because we have confound- 
ed them with the blacks of Nu- 
bia, who are their neighbors.— 
‘Lheir natural color is brown, or 
rather that of the olive; their 
stature is tall and majestic; they 
have good complexions, beauti- 
ful eyes, well-set noses, thick 
lips, and white teeth: whereas 
the inhabitants of Nubia, or Sen- 
nar, have flat noses, thick lips, 
and very black complexions. 

The language of the country 
is a dialect of the Arabic, called 
by some the dmscaric tongue, 
and is probably no more than a 
corruption of the ancient Ethi- 
opic, formerly spoken in the 
kingdom of Tigri. The Ethiop- 
ic is their Jearned language; and 
herein all their ancient writings 
are extant, and all books of prime 


yote in the religion and laws of 


ihe empire continue to be writ- 
ten, because they estcem ita lo- 
ble tongue. The y pretend to 


have derived it from Chaldea, 
and therelore call it also Cha/de: 

It isin this language that the 
Holy Scriptures are written and 
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read in their churches, as also 
their liturgies and other church 
books. 

‘The sovereign of Abassinia js 
a Christian prince; and from the 
extent of his dominions, and the 
multitude of his subjects, he 
claims the title of emperor. [t 
is by virtue of his profession of 
the Christian faith that he holds 
the empire, and bears the impe. 
rial titles. His motto is, “Jesus, 
Emperor of Ethiohia, of the 
Tribe of Judah, victorious; and 
this is the seal of the empire, 
displayed by a lion holding 
cross, which are his arms. His 
titles of embassy to foreign prin- 
ces announce his descent. relig- 
ion,and government, in the usu- 
al forms of Oriental maguifi- 
cence, of which we havea speci- 
men in letters of embassy sent 
to Pope Clement VII, and Don 
Emanuel, King of Portugal, as 
follows: “David the Beloved of 
God, Pillar of the Faith, of the 
blood and line of Judah, Son of 
David, Son of Solomon, Son of 
the Pillar of Sion, Son of the 
Seed of Jacob, Son of the Hand 
of Mary, Son of Nahu after the 
fAiesh, Emperor of the Great Ethi- 
opia, and of ali the kingdoms 
and countries thereon depenc- 
ing, &c. &c.” It may be observ- 
ed, that formerly, not only Abas- 
sitila, but all Ethiopia, was sub- 

ect to the Emperor; but these 
domains having fallen into pi 
canism, were lost to the empire; 
nevertheless, the title of sove- 
reignty is claimed by all that 
succeed to the throne of Abas 
sina. 

Next to the Emperor is th¢ 
Abuna, i. e. our Father, whol 
the patriarch, and sole bishop 
wl Abassinia: he ordains al! 
priests and deacons, appoinis 
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them to benefices, nominates the 
superiors of monasteries, and 
has an absolute power over the 
monks, who are there very nu- 
merous; he is the only bishop of 
the Ethiopic church, but is him- 
self subject to the patriarch of 
Alexandria in Egypt, by whom 
he is consecrated and invested 
with the powers and title of his 
ofice. The Abuna is nominated 
bv the Emperor, who is su- 
»reme in ail ecclesiastical as 
well as civil affairs. 

We may judge of the great- 
ness of the ecclesiastical estab- 
lishment from this; that, at one 
ordtaticn, the Abuna is said 
soinetimes to ordain ten thous- 
and priests, and five or six ipoms- 
and deacons. dhe whole cers 
mony of the ordination consists 
in this: the Abuna, sitting down, 
repeats the beginning of the Gos- 
pe Lover the heads of doe as are 
made priests, and ¢ C1ly es them his 
benediction with an iron cross, 
which he hoids in his hand, 
weighing seven or cight pounds: 
but us for the deacons, he gives 
them his benediction without 
reciting the Gospel. 

The Ethiopie church is en- 
titled to the veneration due to 
every Christian church of early 
foundation. It is a tradition a- 
moug the Abassinians, that their 
em:pire becume Christian in the 
Cavs of their celebrated Quecn 
Cane on who was converted by 
th Supuch baptised by Phisip 
th € Siamee as itis recorced in 

‘Acts of the Apostles. But 
Niduldeas this may be, the consti- 


tt 


tution of their ehurch, and the 
purity of its doctrine, bear evi- 


cent signs of an carly original; 
“bd though it may not have been 
' apostolic foundation, yct } 
Probably was planted not later 


than the expiration of the apos- 
tolicage. Ruffinus writés, that 
their cenversion was brought 
about by the instrumentality of 
one Frumentius, in the fourth 
century; but this seems a far 
less probable statement; and 
could I enter into the subject, 
ample testimony might be pro- 


duced in favor of an earlier 


date. 

The Ethiopic Christians ac- 
knowledge the Holy Scriptures 
to be the only rule of faith anc 
practice. They worship one 
God in Trinity. They belicve 
inthe incarnation of the Son o: 
God; and that Christ is perfect 
God and perfect man. The: 
own the merits of Jesus Chris: 
to be sufficient for eternal sal- 
vation. They celebrate the sac- 
raments of Baptisin and = th 
Lord’s Supper, and administe: 
the latter in both kinds to cier- 
ey and laity, conformably to the 
custom ofall the heat chur 
es. Tinally, they use the Nicen: 
Creed in their eve: whicl 
comprises the fundaimental ar- 
ticles of the Christian faith. 

As to forms and ceremonies 
in ss wherein ail churche: 
differ more or less, as wen i 
the as as West; in these 
the Ethiopian Christians have 
prescribed for themscives, as 
other churches have done, tio 
perbaps with less deviation trom 
the principles of Christianity 
than is to be found in some oi 
the western churches. 

Circumcision is with them ; 
national custom, and not a rclig 
ious rite: they circumcise the: 
children, both male anv iemaic. 
eight days after the birth, but 
this is not done out of a compl:- 
ance either with the Jewish 
law, or with the practice oi 
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ancient Judaizing Christians: 
they assign other reasons for it. 
‘Frey baptisc their male chil- 
dren at forty days old, and fe- 
males on the eighticth day after 
the birth, except in cases where 
there is denger of death. The 
children, it is saic, are not im- 
mersed in the water at baptism, 
but only dipped, or sprinkled. 
Adult baptism is performed in 
the following manner: The priest 
begins with reciting Psalm. li, 
and then perfumes the person 
With incense, and asks his name; 
certain other prayers are then 
recited, and several parts of the 
body are anointed with holy oil; 
the priest then lays his hand up- 
on the head of the person, while 
he renounces the devil and his 
works, makes his vow to Christ, 
and rehearses the creed; after 
which he is again anointed with 
oil. The remainder of the. con- 
secrated oil is then poured into 
the baptismal water, when the 
priest descends into the pool; 
and the new convert being con- 
ducted thither by the deacons, is 
plunged thrice under water by 
the priest, who uses the form of 
words, “I baprise thee,” &c. ta- 
ken from Matt. xxviii, 19. After 
baptism, he is assisted by the 
deacons, who Jead him out of the 
pool; and put on hima white un- 
der garment, to signily purity of 
soul, and over it a red vest, in 
token of his suivation purchased 
by the blood of Christ; and being 
thus initiated into the church ot 
the faithful, he partakes of the 
holy communion. At his dis- 
missal, he is presented with inilk 
and honey; and the priest, laving 
his hand upon his head, gives 
him his benediction; “Son of 
baptism, go in peace.” 
ihe holy sacrament is admin- 


istered in both kinds; and is re. 
ceived standing both by pries:s 
and people. The officiating 
priest administers the bread, and 
the deacon the wine in a spoon, 
The bread is leavened, except 
on certain days of humiliation 
and fasting, when they use up. 
leavened bread; and the wine is 
prepared from the stones of 
raisins. 

They observe Saturday, in re. 
membrance of the Creation, and 
solemnly keep the Christian Sab- 
bath, or Lord’s day. Their pub. 
lic worship, which they attend 
once on that day, continues for 
several hours, when they ob- 
serve the usua] services proper 
for its solemnization, — prayer, 
reading the Scriptures, singing, 
and exhortation, or deliveringa 
discourse or homily. In some of 
their churches they have music, 
to which they sing; but their ip- 
struments and psalmody are not 
agreeable to an European ear, 
W hat is singular among them, is, 
the practice of sacred dances, to 
the sound of cymbals and kettle- 
drums, which, they say, Is in im- 
itation of David: they call it re- 
joicing before the Lord. It may 
be presumed, that this practice 
is observed more particutariy on 
festivals. Their fasts are many, 
and they keep them with great 
strictness. 

It is not lawful to communi: 
cate in private, or any where else 
but in the church, with an €x- 
c’ption only in faver of the En- 
peror, when he receives the 
communion 1n_ his royal chapel. 
This office completes their dl 
vine service at all times, belbg 
administered every Sunday ™ 
every church, after the custom 
of the primitive Christians. _ 

Their churches are built 12 
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the usual form of those in the a veneration for their churches, 


East, in imitation of the Temple 
of Jerusalem; having a sanctuary 
and an outer court. In the sanc- 
tuary stands the holy table, set on 
four pillars; upon which is placed 
the ‘abot, or chest with the uten- 
sils for the consecrated elements; 
and over this 1s a canopy. 

The outer court, or body of 
che church, resembles that of 
the cathedral churches amongst 
us, and consists of a spacious 
pavement, on which stand the 
pillars that support the super- 
structure, or roof, and which is 
without pews or seats. Age and 
infirmity compel many to lean 
where they can for rest; and as 
their service continues for sev- 
eral hours, and no sitting is al- 
lowed, most churches accommo- 
date the weak with a sort of 
crutches fixed for the purpose, 
which is also the practice among 
the modern Greeks. 

As to the ¢adot, or holy chest, 
it is thought to be in imitation of 
those used by the Christians in 
the ages of martyrdom, when, 
being forced to meet in caves 
and burying-places in the night, 
for tear of their persecutors, they 
carried the sacred elements and 
utensils ln chests made like a 
cofin, the better to escape the 
hotice of their cruel enemies, 
and secure a peaceful celebra- 
or. In after times, these chests 
were brought into the churches, 
and by degrees were made to 
resemble a tabie: but the Ethi- 
oplan Christians alone seem to 
retadn it in the ancient manner, 
having both table and chest, tho’ 
the jatter is made in a tabular 
form. In other chur ches, espec- 
lilly in the West, the table is 
the altar, without a chest. 
these Christians have so great 


as the temples ot God, that, in 
riding. by them, they alight from 
their mules and w:slk a space, 
and then remount. When they 
enter, they put off thcir shoes at 
the door; and never spit on the 
pavement, or commit other in- 
decencies in or about the house 
of worship. 

It is observed they have pic- 
tures in their churches, but do 
not allow of any statues; and 
though they have crosses, 
they will not suffer crucifixes to 

¢ used: it is counted a heinous 
offence among them to carry 
even a picture of Christ cruci- 
fied. 

Monks and monasteries abound 
in Abassinia. The monks labor 
hard in the fields and gardens; 
fast daily till three in the after- 
noon; and assemble for devotion 
at midnight, and other stated 
hours: they are subject to priors 
and superiors, who are all ap- 
pointed by the Abuna. Their 
monasteries are more like villa- 
ges than the Roman convents; 
and as the country is fertile, and 
land is plenty, their labors pro- 
cure them an easy support. Ihe 
most celebrated of their monas- 
teries is that of Adlelujah, which 
formerly bad tour thousanal 
monks. The monkish life is 
purely voluntary, and they are 
allowed to decline it whenever 
they please. Some of them are 
schoolmasters and tutors; and 
others, of superior abillty, are 
preferred to civil offices, and 
become principals and governors 
of provinces. ‘Vhe Lihiopic cier- 
gy, like the Greek, are allowed 
to marry once; buton a second 
marriage they are degraded -» 
Marriage is forbidden the menks; 
nor can their chiidren be admy-. 
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ted to the priesthood: so that if 
they are inclined to marry, they 
must quit the order of gnona- 
chism. ‘ 

With respect to learning a- 
mong the Ethiopians, little can 
be said. They are, it seems ig- 
norant of other languages; and 
this, with the nature and situa- 
tion of their country, shuts them 
out ‘rom a free intercourse with 
learned and commercial nations. 
They possess few books, except 
such as concern the religion and 
laws of their country; and these 
being of ancient compilation, and 
written in their ancient language, 
the Ethiopic, the reading and 
understanding of them is esteem- 
ed a considerable acquirement. 
It is said, however, that some 
Jesuits discovered in one of 
their churches, a library, well 
stored with books in most lan- 
guages; and, for ought we know, 
learning might, at some former 
period, have flourished in this 
country, though at present, both 
priests and people are sunk in 
extreme ignorance. 

Their version of the Holy 
Scriptures is valuable, on ac- 
count of its antiquity. Chrysos- 
tome, in his second Homily 
upon Job, attests, that in his 
time, the Ethiopians had a trans- 
lation of the Bible. ‘This trans- 
lation is little known in Europe; 
and the Latin Version, published 
in the Polygiott, 1s very incor- 
rect. The Ethiopic New Testa- 
ment, printed in the ume of Paul 
the Lnird, at Rome, 1549, is 
faulty, in consequence of some 
iilegibic partsin the MS, having 
been supplied by the editors, 
from the textofthe Vulgate. It 
would be important to investi- 
gute the genuine text of the 
Etiiopic version, but few in Eu- 
rope -:uw any thing of the lan- 


Sucge. 
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Besides the Holy Scriptures, 
the Ethiopic church is possess. 
ed of several ancient and valua. 
ble church books. They have 
a volume called Synodum, or the 
book of Synods, containing what 
they call the Apfostolical Consij. 
tutions, which are found to differ 
much from those known in Ey. 
rope.--Tnis book they divide 
into eight parts; and it is held ip 
such veneration among them, 
that it is sometimes bound uw 
with the New Testament.* They 
have the decrees and acts of 
some of the most celebrated 
councils, down to the Council of 
Chalcedon; the Acts of the Nice. 
ne Fathers; Liturgies; Lives of 
Saints; Martyrologies, &c. It 
were much to be wished tha 
copies of them were brougi 
into Europe, as they might tu- 
nish some valuable materials {or 
ecclesiastical history. 

The Ethiopians seem far from 
averse to learning: the Jesuits 
found a ready acceptance among 
them at first. ‘These Roman 
missionaries were gratefully in- 
vited to instruct the Ethiopian 
youth, and lands were assigned 
them, with many honors, io! 
their Jabors; but no sooner did : 
these men arrive at power aud 
consequence, than they pursued 
measures which at length endec 
in their banishment from the eii- 
pire. . 

The first of the Jesuit missioi 


*It is not improbable that this bos 
of Apostolical Constitutions 1s the 
same with the eight books of Cle: 
ens, extant with the Syrian Chil> 


tians, fragmenis of which bovk 
' Si 


bound up at the end of the iarge § 
riac Bible, lately bronght from bifta 
by Dr. Buchanan, shew that ve 
were much esteemed and used in 
Syrian church; and they were proce 
bly translated fiom the Syriac l 
the Ethiopic tongue 
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arics that entered the country, 
was F. Corvillon, a Portuguese, 
in the year 1491; since which 
period several expensive mis- 
sions and embassies were sent 
by the Roman Catholic powers, 
to effect, if possible, the subju- 
cation of the Ethiopian church 
to the see Of Rome; and consid- 
erable attention was paid to them 
on the part of the Emperor and 
patriarch; but the designing 
views of the Jesuit missionaries, 
and the tyranny exercised by 
them, at length rendered them 
odious and detestable. 

Whoever reads the. violent 
proceedings of the Jesuit mis- 
sionaries in Abassinia, and the 
confusion, discord, and blood- 
shed which they caused, will not 
wonder that it should have been 
made death for a papist to enter 
ihe country: and this irrecon- 
cileable hatred appears to have 
continued to a period long subse- 
quent to their expulsion, as ap- 
pears from a letter dated Mad- 
rid, June 30, 1720—“We have 
received an account that Father 
Lamberat Vaiz, a German, Mi- 
chael Pio de Cervo, and Samuel 
de Biuno, natives of the Milan- 
ese, monks of the order of St. 
Francis, who, after having es- 
caped many perils, were arrived 
in Ethiopia, with a design to con- 
vert to the Roman Catholic faith 
the natives of that country, had 
reached Gondar, where they 
were carried before the king, the 
metropolitan, and chief men both 
of the clergy and state, by whom 
they were sentenced to die, un- 
less they abjured the Council of 
Chalcedon; which, with the ut- 
Most constancy, they refused to 
do: whereupon they were deliv- 
ered up to the fury of the peo- 
ple, who stoned them to death: 


the metropolitan having threat- 
ened to excommunicate any one 
who should cast less than seven 
stones at them.” 

The Roman Catholics are ob- 
noxious to the Ethiopians on ac- 
count both of. their intolerant 
usurpation in spiritual matters, 
which led them to insist on an 
entire change of the ancient dis- 
cipline and constitution of the 
Abassinian Church; and of their 
restless and tyrannical disposi- 
tion in matters relating to civil 
government, in order to increase 
and establish their own power. 
But the same causes of offence 
would not exist in the case of 
the Protestant and reformed 
churches; so.that we might hope 
that the Ethiopians would accept 
their Christian services in love 
and unity. 

Respecting the decree of the 
Council of Chalcedon, to which 
the Ethiopic Christians so stren- 
uously object, and for which the 
unity between them and. the 
Greek church was dissolved by 
an entire separation, I shall only 
observe, that, by all I can learn, 
the subject of that decree was no 
more in reality than a strife about 
words, which each party under- 
Stood in their own way, and chose 
to express in their own terms; 
the decision of the Greeks and 
Latins, concerning the two na- 
tures in Christ, being rejected 
by the Ethiopic church as novel 
and innovatory. The subtile and 
metaphysical terms and distine- 
tions applied by the Greeks and 
Latins to that sublime mystery, 

the Ethiopians did not, perhaps, 
well understand in their lan- 
guage, and they refused to adopt 
them: nevertheless .they ac- 
knowledged the truth which was 
intended to be expressed by the 













































SEES 



















32 ea Sh ey Or 


= 
¥, 
P 6 LP ot ws ini Ot, AVG Lo 
" rm. 
£ er 


ae ee « 


————<— eS se oe 


_—_ 


as 


= 
cee Poth = 
* 3 - 


“ate 
eer er 









536 On the Ruinous Hffects of Ardent Spirite. May, 


decr- ; of Chalcedon, as appears 
from their uniform use of the 
Nicene Creed, in common with 


all orthodox churches, 


- The reformation of the Ethi- 
opic church to the pure and 
primitive doctrine that formerly 
flourished amongst them, would 
be a most desirable object. They 
have the haly Scriptures; they 
have a pure Confession; and re- 
tain the doctrine and discipline 
of their ancient church with as 
much. integrity, and as little in- 
novation, as could be expected, 
secluded as they are, and have 
been for ages, from intercourse 
with other Christian nations, and 
surrounded by Pagans and Ma- 
hometans. The bare existence 
of a Christian church at this 
time in Abassinia may be regard- 


ed as a miracle! 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE RUINOUS EFFECTS OF 
ARDENT SPIRIPCs. 


No. IIT. 


5. THe effects of intemperate 
drinking upon the disposition, 
as well as the estates of its vic- 
tims, are often terrible. It con- 
verts the gentleness of the lamb, 
into the ferocity of the tiger. 
Under its malignant influence, 
persons who used to be distin- 
guished for kindness and habit- 
ual equanimity of temper, be- 
come excessively morose, and 
irritable. It dethrones reason 
and lets loose all the bad passions, 
to range and rage without con- 
twol. It more than brutalizes the 
whole man, and often causes the 
unhappy subject of its influence 
to vent the most outrageous 


abuse, upon the nearest relations 
and the best friends. 

How frequently, for example, 
does strong drink drown, or 
rather consume, conjugal, paren. 
tal, filial, and fraternal love. How 
many husbands who once cher. 
ished the most tender affection 
for their wives, have gradually, 
but not slowly, exchanged it 
for the love of intoxicating 
liquors? How many wives, once 
lovely and well beloved, have, in 
the course of a few months or 
years, been so sadly changed by 
lutemperate drinking, as to take 
a kind of infernal pleasure in 
planting their husbands pillows 
with thorns. How many fathers 
and mothers, who, before they 
began to follow strong drink, 
were patterns of parental care 
and affection, have, by yielding 
to its enticements, ceased to love 
their own offspring? How many 
once dutiful and affectionate sons 
and brothers, have undergone 4 
transformation so complete, in 
those laboratories of Satan and 
his under-workers, called dram- 
shops, that every spark of filial 
reverence and fraternal kindness 
is finally extinguished? How 
many, whose friendship and s0- 
ciety were formerly coveted, on 
account of the sweetness and 


frankness of their dispositions; 


are now shunned, and with good 
reason, as the offscouring of ail 
things? To sum up the whole 
in one short sentence, under the 
inebriating influence of strong 
drink, the husband beconies 4 
brute, the wife a serpent in the 
bosom, the parent a monster, the 
friend an enemy of all that 1s 
good, and the child a son of per- 
dition. 

4. Intemperate drinking great 
ly impairs, and often wholly 
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dJestroys, the understanding. Dr. 
Waters of the Pennsylvania hos- 
pital, some years ago, observed to 
Dr. Rush, that one third of the 
patients confined there on ac- 
count of madness, had brought 
that terrible disease upon them- 
selves by the use of ardent spirits. 
What a solemn lesson to all who 
indulgethemselves in hard drink- 
ing! Nor let it be supposed, 
that this lesson is taught only in 
ithe ravings of the miserable ten- 
ants of the Pennsylvania hospi- 
tal. The fair inference frum the 
above fact, is, that one third, or 
nearly that proportion of all the 
maniacs in our country are self 
made in the same way. But not 
to insist, at present, on any exact 
proportion, because no investiga- 
tion, sufficiently minute and ex- 
tensive has yet been made, it 
may safely be presumed, that 
multitudes might be pointed out 
in every state, and not a few in 
some towns, who have literally 
made themselves mad by intem- 
perance. Indeed, till people 
cease from drinking to excess, 
the same melancholy effects 
must be expected. Frequent 
intoxication cannot fail to impair 
the understanding. It mustand 
will, gradually enfeeble and ulti- 
mately prostrate, the noDicst 
powers of the mind. 

And how affecting is it to see 
Srilliant talents clouded, and 
strong powers enervated, or in 
other words, to behold, the no- 
dlest part of the noblest work 
of God on earth, shattered and 
lying in ruins, by the terrible 
agency of ardent spirits! How 
melancholy to witness the open- 
ing buds of genius blasted by the 
‘umes of intoxicating liquors! 
But aias! how frequent are such 
‘aStances in this Christian land. 

Vou. V. New Series. 


I have known men who had been 
numbered with the wise and re- 
spectable in society, gradually 
reduced to mere idiocy by in- 
temperance. I have seen the 
masculine and discriminating 
mind sinking by the same deadly 
influence into premature old age 
and second childhood. I have 
seen more than one promising 
youth, of high hopes and flatter- 
ing prospects, snared and taken 
by that insidious enemy, whose 
ravages I am attempting to de- 
scribe. I beheld and the eye 
which lately beamed with intelli- 
gence grew dim. The mind, 
naturally vigorous and ardent, 
lost its tone. The memory be- 
came weak and treacherous. 
The healthy shoots of genius, 
instead of putting forth leaves 
and bearing iruit, became sickly 
and dwindled almost to nothing. 
livery faculty was benumbed, or 
enervated by excess, and the 
young man sunk away into insig- 
nificance and contempt. 

When I indulge the train of 
reflections which are suggested 
by such instances asthese; when 
Ithink hew many thousands of 
superior minds have been de- 
stroyed by intemperance, I cane 
not but compare these ruins 
with those of sume large and no- 
bie city. I waik over the ground 
where it stood, examine with 
painful retrespection the fallen 
columns and broken arches, sure 
vey the broad toundations of 
magnificentedifices Now ho more, 
and sigh to think, that the glory 
is departed forever. 

5. Intemperate drinking 
prompts men to the perpetra- 
tion of all the most shameful and 
abominable crimes. It instigates 
them to trampie on every law, 
diyine and human. Heated with 
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strong drink they care not whom 
they insultand abuse. It is then, 
that they mock at the remon- 
strances of their best friends, 
and bid defiance to the civil arm. 
It is then, that they figbt ina 
manner which would disgrace 
does and bears. It is then, that 
breaking over all restraints they 
make the air ring with the most 
shocking profanation of God’s 
holy name. It is in fits of intox- 
ication that men often commit 
crimes at which they shudder 
when they come to themselves; 
such as blasphemy, robbery, 
rape, manslaughter, and murder. 
Judge Rush, in one of his excel- 
lent charges to the grand jury of 
Pennsylvania, solemnly declares, 
that he does not remember a sin- 
gle indictment, before him, for 
manslaughter, and very ‘ew for 
murder, which were not occa- 
sioned by intoxication. 

6. The course pursued by hard 
drinkers is the high road to 
hell The stream on which they 
embark empties in.o the bottom- 
less pit. They are in imminent 
danger of eternal damnation. 
Though here and there a drunk- 
ard has been reclaimed; though 
now and then a brand has been 
plucked from the burning; it is 
agreed on all hands, that the case 
of the intemperatc, is all but 
hopeless. Their consciences are 
seared, their hearts are hardened 
to a degree, which sets alli in- 
treaties and remonstraiices at de- 
fiance. They have yieided to 
the power of ai enemy, that 
knows no pity, and is daliy mak- 
ing their bands strong; an ene- 
my, that will not be  satished 
with any’ thing short of their 
endless perdition 

It surely is not too much to 
cay. that in the case of those who 





murder body and soul by inten. 
perance, strong drink will add 
fuel to that fire which shall neve 
be quenched; will increase the 
torments of the burning Ise: 
will impart a terrible activity tg 
the deathless worm, and deepen 
the horrors of the blackness of 
darkness forever. Uruzkard 
shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. How dreadful, how over. 
wheiming the thought, that , 
singie immortal being, should 
reei into the grave and inte hell, 
under an immense load of guilt, 
contracted by intemperance. 
How amazing that rational crea 
tures can thus trifle with their 
eternal interests, and with tre 
mendous perseverance work out 
their own destruction. 


Z. X. Y. 


SOCIETY FOR SUPPRESSING VICE 
AND IMMORALITY. 


A pamphlet containing Articles of 
Association, Addresses, and Extract 
grom certain Statutes of the Com 
monwealth of Massachusetts com: 
piled by a Soczety for suppressirz 
Vice and Immoraiity lately formed 
at Newburyport, has been oblig- 
ingly put into our hands. We in 
tended to have inserted large por 
tions of it in our iast number, but 
could not find room. The atten 
tion of our readers is now invited 
to the subject. Let no one consid- 
er these Societies as mere matters 
of form, instituted to express a few 
common:-place good wishes, and ut 
ter a few lamentations over the 
moral evils of the times. ‘They are 
far different bodies. They gener- 
ally unite, wherever formed, the 
Wisest and bes: men of our towns; 
men who feel adeep interest in the 
present and future welfare of thei! 
country and of the rising gener 
tion; men who examine subjects 
before they give their opinions, an 
who, in their addresses and co™ 
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stitutions, express their united and 
deliberate conviction; men who 
are willing to devote a portion of 
their time and influence to the pre- 
vention of vice and misery and the 
promotion of virtue, piety, and hap. 
piness. The united op nions of 
such men, engaged m such acause, 
are surely entitled to more than 
ordinary respect and attention 

We read over the Articles of Associa- 
tron twice with a view to leave out 
such as would be less interesting 
to readers in general; but consid. 
ering that societies of this kind 
will be formed, as it is earnestly 
hoped, in many other places, and 
it will be desirable that the pubic 
should have several complete moud- 
els before them, we bave conclud- 
ed to print the whole. | 

The Address on the subject of visiting 
the Post Office on the Sabbath is 
worthy of particular consideration. 
Our readers will do us the justice 
to remember, that we have repeut- 
ediy called their attention to the 
terrible inroad upon the sanctity of 
the Sabbath, which has been made 
by carrying the mails and Keeping 
open post office son thats acted a ay. 
Uniess the friends of virtue and 
piety unite ta uphold all our good 
Institutions, and to stem the lor. 
rents of ungodliness, the public 
observation of the I.ot as day by 
tie mass of the people wili cease 
my the course of a few years, and 
Christian imstitutions will be hon- 
ored by a small remnant only, in 
the midst of a nation of a ae tical, 
HW not avowed, intidels. Now is 
the time for union and exertion in 
the cause of Ged and man; if the 
tras) wise aml patriotic wart much 

longer in silence, all atte Mpts at 

resisting vice and impiety wall be 

vain and unavailing. Ep.Pay, 


The following is the Preamble to 
the Newburyport Society for sup- 
pressing Vice and Immorality. 

A survey of the moral state of 
the community, and of the as- 
pects of Providence, cannot fail 
t9 excite in the serious mind, 
the most painful emotions. On 
‘the one hand we perccive a rap- 


id decline of religion and moral- 
ity, a prevalent disregard to 
Divine institutions, and human 
laws, with a lamentable increase 
of licentiousness and vice. On 
the other, calamities, private and 
public; distresses, individual and 
national; dangers threatening tae 
very existence of our once hap- 
py republic, every where present 
themsclves. 

Believing in the moral gov- 
ernment of God, and in the truth 
of his word, we of course be- 
lieve, that our sufferings and our 
sins have a connexion; and that 
all hope of reiief frem the one 
without an abandonment of the 
other, would be irrational and 
absurd. 

At such a crisis, the Christian 
and the patriot have much to do. 
Whether we love God or our 
country, whether we regard the 
best interests of the present age, 
or of posterity, we must realize 
an lmperious call to awake, and 
to act; to employ our faculties 
and our means, In Opposing the 
progress of evils so alarming; in 
supporting the majesty of the 
Jaws und suppressing, as far as 
practicable, every species of im- 
movaiity and liccntiousness. 

Influenced by these consider- 
ations, and anxious to promote 
these great objects, the under- 
sigued have deteri.#ned to form 
themselves into a “Society for 
suppressing Vice and Immoraii- 
ty; a Seciety in which, as the: 
fondly hope, the friends of order, 
of virtue, and religion, however 
distinguished in other respects, 
will delight to combine, as a 
band of brothers, in support of a 
cause dear to all their hearts and 
claiming all their exertions, 

While we thus engage to re- 
prove and discountenance the 
faults and vices of others, we 
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would be far from forgetting that 
we have much to lament, and to 
reiormi in ourselves. We hope 
ever to regard this association as 
a special bond to personal cir- 
cumspection and virtue: and we 
explicitly engage, that if any of 
us shall be found offending in 
the modes hereafter pointed out, 
we will hold ourselves subject 
to the same rebukes and ani- 
madversions which are, in simi- 
lar cases, to be administered to 
others. 

Conscious that all human de- 
sigus and efforts, without the 
smiles of Heaven, must prove 
abortive, we would commend 
our association, and request ev- 
ery friend of God and man to 
commend it, to the Divine pro- 
tection and blessing. 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


1. The object of this society is the 
suppression of vice and immorality, 
together with the encouragement of 
reformation and vir.ue. The accom- 
plishment of this design is to be 
sought by admonition and persuasion, 
and by promoting a faithful execution 
of the laws. 

2. There shall be annually chosen, 
by ballot, a Chairman, Cierk, Treas- 
urer, and twelve others, all of whom 
shall constitute a Commitee to con 
duct the business of the society; who 
shall meet at least once tn three 
months, and ofeener if necessary. At 
any meeting duly notified, five shall 
form a quorum. 

3. Each member shail hoid him- 
self bound to endeavor, by counsel, 
persuasion, and warning, or by other 
kind and prudent methods to reclaim 
the vicious, and call the attention of 
the careless and immoral, to their du- 
ty. He shall likewise prudently en- 
deavor, by his own example and ad- 
vice, to discourage the improper use 
of ardent spirits, within the sphere 
of his influence. 


4. When persuasion, reproof, ang 
Other measures of caution and lenity 
shall prove ineffectual, or when any 
circumstances shall require it, ‘we 
will aid the tythingmen, and all other 
legal officers, in bringing the vicious 
and disorderly to justice. 

5. It shall be the duty of those 
members of the society, who ar 
parents, or guardians of children an¢ 
youth, to keep them from such places, 
and such company, as might be jp. 
strumental to the corruption of .their 
minds and morals. 

6. Each member shall deem it his 
duty to communicate to the commit 
tee, so far as may be needful and con. 
venient, such violations of the Lord’s 
day, and such instances of profane 
cursing, swearing, gambling, and 
excessive drinking, as shall come to 
his knowledge. He shah take par. 
ticular notice of improper conduct in 
the keepers of victualling houses «nd 
cellars, and of the venders of strong 
drink; to the end that the means of 
intemperance may be withheld from 
the youth and from perscns notorious. 
ly irregular. The members. shall 
likewise actually concur wiih the 
committee and tythingmen, in sup- 
pressing irregularities on the Lord’s 
day, and at other seasons of public 
worship; not only during divine ser- 
vice, but before and afer it. 

7. The committee shall pay a com- 
passionate attention to the case of 
those youth, of either sex, who trom 
poverty, or other causes, may be 
growing up in habits of idleness and 
vice; and shall endeavor to rescue 
them from ruin, either by recom- 
xending ‘hem to the care of the prop- 
er authorities, or by appropriating to 
their relief, instruction, and reforma: 
tion, such portions of the society's 
funds, as they shall judge expedient. 

8. Ifamember or members, No 

exceeding five at a time, shall wish 
to attend ihe meetings of the com- 
mittee, for the purpose of commurt 
cating information or advice, full lib- 
erty for the purpose shall be gramed. 
9. The committee shall have power 
to appoint such sab committees 4S 
may be necessary to effectuate the 
designs of the institution, Should 
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they, for this purpose, appoint mem- 
bers of the society, not of their own 
pody, such members shall, unless 
excused, discharge the duties thus 
assigned them. 

10. The committee shall supply all 
yacancies which may happen, during 
the year, in their board, and in all 
sub-committees of their appointment. 

11, There shall be a standing sub- 
committee, whose duty it shall be to 
solicit additions to the number of the 
society, from among the friends of 
virtue and order. 

12. As idleness is an avenue to 
every vice, and industry a principal 
assistant and guard to virtue, there 
shall be a standing sub committee for 
discovering and devising means to af- 
ford employment to the poor; partic- 
ularly those of virtuous character, or 
in whom may appear auspicious 
symptoms of reformation from vice. 

13. As the funds of the society 
may admit, the committee shall have 
power to procure and distribute such 
well written pamphlets, or small 
treatises, as may be peculiarly cal- 
culated to promote the designs of the 
institution, 

14. Any person disposed to aid in 
promoting the objects of the society, 
shali, on subscribing these articles, 
become a member. 

15. Each member, on subscribing, 
shall, if convenient, pay 25 cents. He 
Muay hkewise, then, or at any future 
tine, make such additional donations, 

ashe may think proper, in further. 
ance of the important subjects of the 
Mstiwtution. 

16. Any member, wishing to 
withdraw irom the society, may do 
it at pleasure, provided he signify his 
mtention to the clerk. 

17. The officers of the society 
shail be chosen at the annual meet- 
ing, ov such day of the first week in 
July, as the chairman of the commit- 
tee forthe time being, shall direct. 
Notice thereof shall be given by the 
Clerk, in the newspaper or newspa- 
pers printed at Newburyport, seven 
days at least, previous to the meet- 
ng. Occzsional meetings may be 
calle _by the Committee, or, on ap- 
Plication of seven members of the so- 
‘lety, by the Clerk; notice to be ffiv- 
“as before mentioned. 


18. The clerk shall register the 
names of the members of the society. 
He shall attendthe meetings of the 
society, and of the committee, and 
keep a fair record o! their respec. 
tive proceedings. 

19. The treasurer shall keep an 
accurate account of ail monies re- 
ceived by him for the society, and of 
all monies paid by order of the com- 
mittee; and shall render an account 
of his dolngs, and of the state of the 
funds, whenever required by the So- 
cietv, or the Committee. 

20. The society shail have power, 
atany regular meeting, to dismiss 
any member, whose conduct is man- 
ifestly unfriendly to the design of 
the institution. 

21. These articles shall be subject 
to revision and alteration, They may 
be altered at any annual meeting, by 
a vote embracing a majority of the 
members present, 

Newburyport, Dec. 17, 1812. 


ADDRESS 

To the citizens of Newburypor: 

and its vicinity; especially such 

as are fiarenits or guardians o; 

youth. 
Fellow Citizens and Friends, 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE SUP- 

PRESSION OF VICE AND IMMO- 
RALITY are constrained to notice, 
among the evils of the times, the 
prevalent practice of visiting or 
sending tothe Post Office on the 
Sabbath. By many the practice 
has probably been adopted with- 
outa due consideration of its na- 
ture aud tendency. For who, 
that seriously reflects, can doubt 
its opposition, both to the spirit 
and letter of the divine com manu? 
And who, that carefully peruses 
the Scriptures, can fail to ob- 
serve the frequency and solemn- 
ity of their injunctions respect- 
ing the Sabbath? 

The fact is, that under the 
wise constitution of heaven, the 
Sabbath issthe principal support 


and guard of all the best inter- 
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ests of man. On its punctual 
and sacred observance, not only 
the piety and virtue of individ- 
uals, but the peace, the order 
and well being of communities, 
essentially depend. No sincere 
believer in the truth of the Bible, 
no careful observer of the ordi- 
nary causes of human events, can 
doubt, that wherever this day of 
holy rest 1s trampled on, there 
disorder and vice will triumph; 
there calamity and ruin are at 
the door. 

It is time, then, to take the 
alarm. Well may we tremble 
for ourselves, for our children, 
for our land and nation; tor the 
guilt of this sin lies heavy upon 
us. Can it be unnatural vo ap- 
prehend that this sin, which has 
made such a rapid and unexam- 
pled progress among us w#thin 
a few years, has had a special 
influence to bring down upon 
our country the distresses which 
it so deeply and extensively 
feels; distresses which, unless 
follewed by a general repentance 
and reformation, may too proba- 
bly be but a prelude to judg- 
ments still more awful and deso- 
lating. 

We intreat you, brethren, seri- 
ously to ponder these brief hints; 
and to suffer them to have that 
influence on your determina- 
tions and conduct, to which they 
are entitled. Every intention to 
interfere with the rights of indi- 
viduals, or of families, we point- 
edly and solemnly disclaim. Nor 
do we, in the present instance, 
propose any sacrifices, either 
grievous in themselves, or of 
doubtful obligation. Occasions 
for visiting the post office on the 
Sabbath, such as are stamped 
with clear and pressing necessi- 





ty, if they occur at all, must be 
extremely rare. If such occa. 
sions arise, let them be consider. 
ed as exempt cases; altogether 
distinct from those of ordinary 
occurrence. And let each indj. 
vidual pursue the dictates of an 
enlightened and faithful con. 
science, on the subject. But in 
respect to all other cases, let us 
unitediy determine, that we will 
neither go nor send to the post 
ofhce on the Lord’s day, nor en- 
courage any one, over whom we 
have influence, to visit it. Thus 
will a speedy period be put to 
the spectacle, exhibited for 
months and years past, of crowds 
assembled, on every returning 
Sabbath, at this scene of business 
and amusement—-a_ spectacle 
unworthy a Christian people, 
wounding to every pious heart, 
polluting to the minds and 
morals of the community, and 
destructive to the souls of the 
rising generation. 


ADDRESS 

To the venders of Sfirituous 
Liquors. 

The committee appointed by 


‘the “Society for the supipiression 


of vice and immorality,” being 
anxious to use all means to effect 
the objects of the association, 
esteem it their duty to address 
you, as a vender of spirituous 
liquors, and to solicit your aid 
and co-operation with them, to 
carry into effect one of the most 
important articles of reform, con- 
templated by the society. 

The committee therefore most 
earnestly request you to suspend, 
in future, the sale or supply of 
spirituous liquors, to all persons 
whom you may know, or alt 
credibly informed, are in habils 
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of intemperance; and to all 
minors who may apply for them 
for their Own use. 

The evils which result from 
excessive drinking are so nu- 
merous, that a volume mizht be 
filed with them—suffice it to 
say, the following are among the 
most prominent, which result 
from this practice: the mind and 
conscience become seared: reli- 
gion and morals decline; reputa- 
tion and respectability are lost— 
and idleness, poverty, and dis- 
grace follow in their train. 

It frequently happens that 
even the food, fuel, and clothing, 
but sparingly provided for a fam- 
ily, or collected in charity from 
a benevolent public, are either 
sold or exchanged for ardent 
spirits, while the dependent and 
helpless are left to suffer hunger 
and cold. 

For your information and di- 
rection, the laws of the Common- 
wealth are herewith published. 
Each member of the Society will 
feel it a duty incumbent on him 
to see these laws Carried into 
full effect. 

Should there be any person, or 
persons, among us, who disre- 
gard or abuse them, the com- 
mittee request you to lend your 
aid in bringing them to justice. 


They likewise entreat you to’ 


guard against every violation of 
these laws, not only as they re- 
gard excessive drivking, but 
gambling, keeping open house, 
on jorbidden days, or at unsea- 
sohabie hours, er entertaining 
the youth of the town and vicin- 
ity, who may resort to your 
house for the purpose of spend- 
Ing idie ume witha their asso- 
ClaleSi—us (ills practice is oiLen 
Productive of the most unaappy 
effects on the morals of young 
men; and thus extends its bane- 


ful influence through the whole 


community. 


After these Addresses the Society 
have published in their pamphlet the 
Laws of Massachusetts for the due 
regulation of licensed houses, against 
gaming, blasphemy, profane cursing 
and swearing, and for the due ob- 
servance of the Lord’s day. We in- 
tend, at some future time, to abridge 
these laws, and insert the abstract of 
them in our pages. 


CHARLESTOWN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE REFORMATION OF MORALS. 


An association under the above de- 
nomination has ‘:ately been tormed in 
Charlestown, of which the Preamble 
and the Constitution are as follows: 


THE present state of morals in 
this town, especially among the 
youth, and the temptations to 
vice, which, from several causes, 
have been lately multiplied 
among us, obviously and loudly 
cal] for the peculiar and com- 
bined efforts ot all good citizens, 
in the use of all prudent and 
proper means, to reform the 
morals of this community, and 
guard the 1isipg generation a- 
gainst the dangers and vices 
which surround them. 

Deeply impressed with these 
truths, ard willing and desirous 
to contribute our individual and 
joint influence to effect these 
important objecis, we, the sub- 
scribers, agree to associate for 
this purpose under the name 
hereafter mentioned; and for the 
guidance and reguiation of our 
conduct to adopt the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 1. The name of this asso- 
ciation shall be Zhe Charlestown 
Associaiion for the Refurmation 
of Morais. 

2. Tie specific objec: of the 
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association shall be, in the use of 
all lawful and prudent means, to 
discountenance and suppress 
vice and wickedness generally, 
and to promote Christian virtue 
and morality; particularly shall 
it be their object to discounte- 
nance and suppress, especially in 
the youth, the prevailing vices 
of idleness, falsehood, diso- 
bedience to parents, gaming of 
€very species, intemperance, 
profanity, dishonesty, and Sab- 
bath-breaking, and the vices im- 
mediately connected with these; 
and to promote generally the 
opposite and corresponding vir- 
tues; and also to give aid and 
countenance to magistrates, in 
the execution of the good and 
wholesome laws of the land 
against vice and immorality. 
And we hereby engage by di- 
vine aid, individually to avoid 
these vices ourselves, to sup- 
press and guard against them in 
our families, and to exert our in- 
fluence, in union with the mem- 
bers of this association, for the 
like purpose, in reference to all 
others within the sphere of this 
association. 

3. There shall be a meeting 
of this association, at such place 
as the Standing Committee shall 
appoint, on the third Wednesday 
of April annually, at which time 
the officers herein after named 
shall be chosen in such manner 
as the association shall direct; 
and an appropriate discourse 
connected with the immediate 
objects of the association deliv- 
ered by a member previously 
designated by ballot for that ser- 
vice. All meetings of this asso- 
ciation and of the standing com- 
mittee shall be opened with 
prayer. In all meetings of the 
association twenty, and in all 


‘shall meet monthly, on the even- 


















meetings of the standing com. 
mittee five, members presen, 
shall constitute a quorum to do 
business; except at the annual 
meeting for the choice of off. 
cers, when thirty members shal! 
be necessary to constitute a quo. 
rul. 

4. The officers of this associa. 
tion shall be a Chairman, Clerk, 
Treasurer, and a Standing Con. 
mittee of twenty-four members. 
The three first officers shall be, 
of course, members of the Stand. 
ing Committee. 

5. The Chairman shail pre. 
side in all meetings of the asso- 
ciation, and of the standing com- 
mittee, and with the concurrence 
of any five of the committee 
may call a special meeting of 
the association. In the absence 
of the Chairman, the _ senior 
member of the standing commit: 
tee present shall take the chair; 
or, if he decline, such other 
member of the committee, as 
they shall appoint. 

6. The Clerk shall keep a fair 
record of the doings of the asso- 
Clation, and of the standing com- 
mittee, and shall notify all meet- 
ings of the association and of the 
conimittee, in such manner as 
the committee shall direct. 

7. Lhe Standing Committee 


ing of the first Wednesday in ev- 
ery month. It shail be their 
business to execute such meas- 
ures, as the association may from 
time to time adopt for the accom- 
plishment of their objects; and 
to do ail other things neces- 
sary in their judgment fully to 
effect the important design of the 
association; and they shall make 
report of their proceedings at €v- 
ery annual meeting, and oftene” 
if required. 
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g, All expenses, which the 
association may think proper to 
incur, Shall be defrayed by vol- 
untary contribution of its mem- 
pers to be made at any general 
meeting. The sums contributed 
shall be deposited with the 
Treasurer, and expended by the 
standing committee. 

9. Any person subscribing this 
constitution, shall be considered 
asa member of this association. 

10. As much reliance is placed 
onthe influence and exertions of 
the female part of this commu- 
nity to aid in the accomplishment 
of the objects of this associa- 
‘ion, with a view the more effec- 
iually to engage this influence, 
and to prompt and authorize 
these exertions, it is herein pro- 
vided that all of this sex, who are 
desirous of uniting in the accom- 
plishment of the, objects of this 
association, shall be furnished 
with a copy of this constitution 
for their signature; and all who 
shall subscribe their names shail 
be considered as members of 
this association; without, how- 
ever, implying any obligation on 
them to meet as members, ex- 
cept at the anniversary meetings 
for religious worship; and un- 
less they shall choose to meet by 
themselves for the purpose of in- 
creasing their influence and 
stimulating their exertions. 

ll. Any member of the asso- 
clation wishing an alteration or 
amcndment of this constitution, 
may propose the same in wri- 
ting to the standing committee 
three months before any annual 
meeting; and if such alteration 
oramendment shall be approved 
by two thirds of the committee, 
it shall be Jaid before the asso- 
clatlon at the next annual meet- 
ing; and, if approved by three 
Vou V. New Sertes. 





fourths of the members present, 
shall become a part of this con- 
stitution. 


A Discourse was delivered at the 
first annual meeting of the above as- 
sociation, by the Rev. Dr. Morse, 
which will be published with extracts 
from the Laws of this Common- 
wealth in the form of a tract for dis- 
tribution. Dr. Morse was appointed 
Chairman, Dea. David Geodwin, 
Treasurer, and Mr. Charles Cleve- 
land, Clerk. 


ON FREQUENT COMMUNION. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 

Ihave lately been readi 
the works of President Edwards 
in which I found the following 
passage, vol. i, p. 257. “The 
apostle Paul continued at Co- 
rinth, constantly laboring in 
word and doctrine for a long 
while together, noless than a 
year and six months; and, as 
we may well suppose, admin- 
istering the Lord’s supper a- 
mong them every Lord’s day; 
for the apostle speaks of it as the 
manner of that church to com- 
municate at the Lord’s table with 
such frequency. 1 Cor, xvi, 2. 
The communicants were ex- 
pressly told at every commun- 
ion, in every- week, when the 
bread and the wine were deliver- 
ed to them in the administration, 
that the bread signified the body, 
and that the wine signified the 
blood of Christ.” 

In reflecting on the foregoing, 
I was induced to examine Haw- 
eis’s Church History, in which 
he observes, vol.i, p. 150, “The 
supper .of the Lord glosed the 
devotions. ef his day; I think it 
was as constant as the return of 
that day, and every member as 
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constanly a participant.” Ithen 
turned to Dr. Mosheim’s Histo- 
ry where I found the same opin- 
ion supported, vol. i, p. 123 and 
125. Query. Is weekly com- 
munion supported by the Scrip- 
tures, andthe most approved ec- 
clesiastical authors? Is the prac- 


tice of the Apostolic churches to 
be imitated by churches in the 
present generation? It is hoped 
some of your correspondents 
will satisfy the inquirer on the 
above. 


A SEARCHER AFTER TRUTH. 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS WHICH TOOK 


Jan... 6 


17—25. 


19, 


23. 


Iceb. 6. 


2. 





PLACE DURING THE YEAR 18192. 


A bill passed the House of Representatives, 94 to 24, to raise 
an army of 25,001 men, in addition to the present force. 

Valencia in Spain taken by the French under Suchet. Blake 
surrendered with 17,009 Spaniards. 

Annual estimates for the year 1812 laid before Congress by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. Monroe addressed a letter to Mr. Foster, in answer toa 
letter from him dated Dec. 28, 1811, in which the latter denies 
the existence of British agency in fomenting the Indian war. 

A revolution in the administration of Sicily. 

The coldest seven days in succession within the range of ther- 
mometrical observations in this country. At some time during 
this period, the mercury of Farenheit stood a@7 below cypher at 
Hartford, (Con.) 12 at Boston, 23 1-2 at Burlington, (Vt.) 28 at 
Brunswick, (Me.) 32 Hallowell ( Me.) 

The American ship Asia and brig Gershom burnt on the high 
seas by French cruisers according to the express orders of Bona- 
parte. About this time a considerable number of other Ameri- 
can vessels burnt in the same manner. 


Lord Wellington took Ciudad Rodrigo by storm, after an in- 
vestment of 9 days. 


A considerable earthquake was experienced in the westerr 
parts of the United States. 

In this month Col Skerrett with 1,800 men defends Tariffa in 
Spain against two assaults by the French with 10,000; and com- 
pels them to raise the siege. 

Five missionaries ordained at Salem with a view of preaching 
Christianity in Asia. These were the first missionaries destine® 
to foreign parts from America. 

A great earthquake at New Madrid on the Mississippt. 

The Prince Regent of England wrote to Lords Grey and Gren- 
ville with a view to form a coalition ministry. 

The Committee of Ways and Means reported to Congress 4 
system of direct and internal taxation. 

‘The Massachusetts House of*Representatives vacated the seats 
of the Rehoboth members, 208 to 191, on account of the riotous 
und illegal proceedings when they were elected, 

‘I'wo American missionaries and their wives sailed from Salem 
for Calcutta. 

A protest signed by 227 members of H. R. of Massachusetts 
against the law just enacted for districting the Commonwealth. 

Three American missionaries, and the wife of one, sailed from 
Vhiladelphia for Calcutta. 
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1813. 


23. 


March 9. 


May 


june 


10. 
11. 


Chronological Zadle. 547 


A bill passed Congress authorizing government to borrow 
11,000,000 dollars. 

The President U. S. transmitted to Congress a statement of 
the Henry Plot with all the papers and documents to support it. 

Bonaparte’s minister makes a formal report, which recognizes 
the decrees of Berlin and Milan as still existing. 

The mission printing office at Serampore burnt, with founts of 
type in fourteen languages beside the English. ‘The loss of prop- 
erty was about 50.0U0 dollars. 

The British minister at Washington disclaimed all knowledge 
of the Henry plot. 

Lord Wellington invests Badajoz. 

A great earthquake at Laguira and Caraccas in South Amer- 
ica. Ot 40 churches in those two places 38 were demolished. A 
great number of lives were last, estimated at 12,000 

News of an intended embargo reached Boston by express in 
76 hours from Washington 

An embargo for £0 days passed both houses of Congress and 
was approved by the President. Many hundred vessels put to sea 
in anticipation uf that event. 

Lord Wellington lakes Badajoz by storm. Four thousand 
prisoners surrendered, and 172 heavy brass cannon taken. British 
loss during the siege in killed and wounded 4,890. 

Bonaparte made an overture of peace to the British govern. 
ment. 

Death of the Hon. George Clinton, Vice President U- S. 

The British goverament made a formal declaration that the Or- 
ders in Council will be revoked immediately on the revocation of 
the French decrees. 

The British government rejected Bonaparte’s overture. 

The British ministers in both houses ot parliament disclaimed 
all knowledge of the Henry plot, and all intention of.fomenting 
disunion among the people of the U S. 

In this month there was a gveat scarcity of bread in England 
and France, and riots on that account. 

Mr. Perceval, the British prime minister, assassinated in the 
lobby of the House of Commons by one Bellingham, who was 
executed on the 18th. 

A meeting of 83 members of both houses of Congress nominated 
Mr. Madison as a candidate forthe next Presidency of U. S. 

Allthe British ministers resign. 

Mr. Foster, the British minister at Washington, entered upon a 
long correspondence with our government, on the subject of the 
Orders in’ Council, &c. 

In the course of this month a state paper was published at Paris 
dated Ap. 23, 1811, purporting to be a revocation of the French 
Cecrees so far as they related to U. S 

The President U.S. transmitted a message to Congress recom- 
mending the declaration of war against Great Britain. 

The H. R. of Massachusetts adopted a memorial to Congress 
against the impending war, 406 to 240. 

Peace ratified between Russia and Turkey. 

War declared by the U. S. against Great Britain, 79 to 49 in H 
R. and 19 to 13 in Senate. | 

Bonaparte’s first bulletin of the Russian campaign issued from 
Gumbinnen, 

The second French bulletin issued from Wilkowiski, a little 
south ofthe Niemen. It was accompanied by a proclamation, sign- 
ed by Napoleon himself, in which he speaks withthe utmost ar- 
rogance of the result of the war. His armies in Prussia and Po 
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land amounted, according to his own account to 620,000 men; but 
probably the real number was not iar from half a million. 

Chase of the Belvidera by Com. Rodgers’s squadron. 

Bonaparte crossed the Niemen. 

First Rusgian bulletin issued from Wilkomar beyond the Niemen. 

Gen. Hull issued his proclamation at Sandwich in Upper Can. 
ada, having just effected a landing in that province. 


The French corps under Sebastiani defeated by a sudden irrup- 
tion of the Russians. 


16—18. The Constitution frigate escaped from a British squadron by 


17. 


oO» 
2): 


most vigorous and meritorious exertions. 


The Russians evacuated their entrenched camp at Drissa on the 
Dwina, & retreated toward the heart of Russia. Battle of Polotsk 

Algiers declared war against U. S. 

Gen. Brock issued his proclamation. 

Lord Wellington defeats Marmont in a great battle near Sala. 
mancae The British and their allies lost nearly 5,000 in killed, 
wounded, and missing; the French more than twice that number. 

A fast in Massachusetts on account of the war. 

A hard fought battle for nine hours between the French under 
Davoust and the Russians under Bagration at Mahilow on the 
Berezina. The Russians retired. 

A skirmish between the Indians and 4th U. S. regiment in Upper 

Canada, in which a few fell on each side. 

A battle between the French and Russians at Ostrovno. 


27. A mob at Baltimore attack the office of the Federal Republican, 


18, 
1). 


where a number of the friends of the editor had assembled to des 
fend it. One of the mob is killed while entering the house through 
the broken doors. 

Twenty four persons who remained in the above office were es- 
corted to prison bythe civil and military authorities of Baltimore 


» At night the prison was left undefended, and attacked and broken 


open by the mob; Gen. Lingan, a rcvoiutionary officer aged 65, was 

barbarously murdered, and nine other persons, among whom was 

Gen. Lee of Virginia, were bruised, mangled, and left for dead by 

the mob. The rest escaped, with mere or less injury, by ming. 

ling with the crowd. 
Gen. Hull re-crossed from Sandwich to Detroit. 

Detached Col, Miller to open a passage for supplies. After a 
smart skirmish the attempt failed. 

Astorga capitulated to the Spaniards, 

Gen. Maitiend landed at Alicant with 14,000 British trorps. 

A smart skirmish between the English and the French at Ma 
jalahonda. 

Lord Wellington entered Madrid. 

The U: S. frigate Essex captured the Alert sloop of war. 

Gen. Hullcapitulated at Detroit, and surrendered the Michi gen 
Territory to the British under Gen. Brock. Prisoners nearly 
2,500, with very considerable warlike stores. 

A treaty of peace signed between Russia and England, 

The battle of Smolensk. 

Bonaparte entered Smolensk, nearly allof which was burnt. 

The battle of Volontina. : > 
The British frigate Guerriere, 38 guns, Capt. Dacres, taken P) 

U, S. frigate Constitution, 44 guns, Capt. Hull, aiier 25 minutes 

close fighting. British loss 15 killed, and 64 wounded. U. S. loss 

7 killed and 7 wounded. The Guerriere was dismas‘ed, and made 

a complete wreck, so that Capt. Hull was obliged to destroy her. 

A national fast in U.S. on account of the war. 

A terrible hurricane at New Orleans which ruined the houses 


i$ 


Sep 
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in a great part of the city, destroyed nearly ail the shipping in the 
harbor, and occasioned the loss of many lives. 

25. The siege of Cadiz raised by the French after a most vigorous 
prosecution of it for two years. 

26. Seville evacuated by the French, leaving a garrison. 

27. The garrison of Seville taken by assault. 

29. Bonaparte entered Viasma, which was burnt, the Russians s1./) 
retreating. 

$1. Com. Rodgers arrived at Boston, with the frigates President, 
United States, and Congress, and the sloop of war Hornet, after 
a cruise of 70 days. 


Sept. S—6. The Spaniards under Ballesteros harass the French in their re. 


(et, 


treat under Soult. 


5. Bonaparte took a favorable position from the Russians prepara- 
tory to the battle of Borodino. 

6. Bonaparte spent the day in reconnoitring, and preparing for the 
battle of the ensuing day. 

?. The battle of Borodino—the most sanguinary conflict in modern 


times. The French attacked the Russian entrenchments through 
the whole line about 6 o’clock—various batteries were taken and 
retaken—the carnage was horrible through a great part of the day 
—the Russians remained masters of the field of battle till the 
morning of the 9th. Bonaparte retreated 8 miles, where he re- 
mained till the 9th, when he passed over the field of battle to 
Mojaisk. At this place he issued his first account of the battle 
onthe 10th. The Russians, convinced that they could not sus- 
tan another such conflict, retired without molestation. Ku- 
tousoff, the Russian commander, dated his first account on tlie 
field ot batule, the day after it was fought. It is difficult to ascer- 
tain the numbers engaged;—probably Bonaparte had about 200,000, 
and the Russians somewhat less. The killed and wounded are 
thought to have been nearly equal, i. e- not fewer than 40,000 on 
each side, either killed, or so wounded, as to be incapable of ser- 
vice in future. 
8. The funeral obsequies of Gen. Lingan, (who was murdered by 
the baltimore mob,) was attended at Georgetown by 2000 persons. 
14. Bonaparte’s advanced guard entered Moscow, the Russians 
having withdrawn tothe south. That vastcity was set on fire by 
the inhabitants, and by order of the government, in 3090 places. 
The flames raged till the 19th, and left not a ten-h part of the city 


Standing. 
, > . 
7. A Peace Convention of the State of New York met at Albany 
id. Lord Wellington laid siege to the castle of Burgos. 
22 He attempted to take the outworks of the castle by storm, and 


failed with considerable loss. 

Toward the end of this month the Emperor of Russia issued a 
spirited proclamation, which held out to Bonaparte no hope o! 
peace. 

8. Com. Rodgers’s squadron put to sea from Boston. 

About 100 volunteers crossed lake Erie, and took two British 
armed vessels, the Detroit and Caledonia, the former of which: 
was burnt. 

il. —_ English convoy of 22 sail Jost in the Baltic, 

33 ‘The American forces under Gen. Van Rensselaer crossed injo 
Canada, and took Queenston, after an obstinate conflict. Inthe 
afternoon of the same day, being unsupported by their associates, 
the party vs obliged tu surrender. American loss, 100 killed, 
©00 prisoners. Gen, Brock, the British commander was killed 
carly in the day. 
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Great Britain issued letters of marque and reprisal against the 
United States. 

The U_ S. sloop of war Wasp of 18 guns, Capt. Jones, took the 
British sloop of war Frolic, of 20 guns, Capt. Whinyates, after ay 
action of 43 minutes. Both were taken two hours after by the 
Poictiers, 74. 

Murat with 45,000 men defeated by the Russians, and drive; 
back 11 miles with the loss of $8 cannon. 

Bonaparte left Moscow with the mass ofhis army. 

Gen. Wittgenstein beat the French under St. Cyr, and took Po. 
lotsk by storm. 

Gen. Steinhill beat the French under Macdonald. 

Gen. Wiiziigerode entered Moscow with his troops, but was 
himself taken pr:soner by the French rear guard. 

A conspiracy at Paris on the pretence that Bonaparte was dead, 
It was headec by three ex-generals Malet, Guidal, and Lahoire, 
who suffered death immediately with several of their accomplices. 

Battle of Malavorosiavitz, in which Bonaparte’s majn army was 
defeated, and obliged to abandon its purpose, with severe Joss, 

Death of his kKxcellency Roger Griswold, Governor of Con- 
necticut, an eminent Statesinan. 

A French detachment on the Dwina beaten, and 8 cannon taken 
by the Russians. 

The British ‘rigate Macedonian, $8 guns, Capt. Carden, taken 
by the United States, 44 guns, Com. Decaiur, afier an action of 
an hour and ahaif. U. S. loss, 5 killed, 7 wounded; British loss, 
36 killed, and 63 wounded. 

The Prince Regent issued a proclamation against deserters 
employed in American armed vessels. 

In the course of this month Lord Wellington began a retreat 
from Spain, compelied by the superior force of the French. 

Congress of U.S. assembled. 

Bonaparte’s retreating army greatly harassed by the Russians 
at Viasma. The corps of Ney, Davoust, and Beauharnois, were 
engaged; their loss 6,060 killed and wounded, 2,500 prisoners. 

The President U. S. communicated his Message to Congress 

Earl Moira sworn in Governor General ot Bengal, 

The French retreating army began to be in universal and ex- 
treme distress, on account of the cold, and the continual vexations 
experienced from the Cossacks. 

Beauharnois’s corps in imminent danger, and was able to form 
a junction with the main army only by the sacrifice of nearly all 1's 
artillery and baggage. 

Bonaparte re-entered Smolensk. . 

Battle on the Dwina between Wittgenstein and Victor; tic 
latter retired. 

Battle of Krasnoi. Davoust’s corps defeated with great loss. 

Ney’s corps defeated with great loss. ive 

A skirmish between the Indians and a party of militia in tee 
state of Ohio. 

A detachment of 300 U. S. troops marched a few miles over the 
line into Canada from the camp north of Plattsburgh, and return: 
ed again without seeing an enemy; after which the norther 
army of the U.S. went into winter quarters. 

Lord Wellington reached his old lines near Ciudad Rodr'g° 
after a long retreat in presence of an enemy vastly superior to his 
army. ; eS 
The French corps under Dombrowski onthe Berezina defea'e’ 
by Tchichagoff’s advanced guard, 
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A small detachment of U. S. troops passed the Niagara river, 
and took a redoubt with 30 prisoners. The next day Col. Winder 
was sent to relieve the former detachment, and driven back with 
loss; and Gen. Smythe rallied to pass into Canada, but did 
not pass. 

Battle of the Berezina between the small remnant of Bona- 
parte’s army from Moscow, jomed by the corps of Victor, Oudi- 
not, and St. Cyr, on the one side, and the Russians under Tchich- 
agoff, Wittgenstein, and Platoff, aided by the advanced guard of 
the main Russian army, on the other. Both parties seem to have 
been so exhausted by forced marches, as not to have fought with 
their accustomed vigor. The French suffered severely, and were 
obliged to alter the course of their retreat. ‘This day, or the next, 
Bonaparte left his army, and fled across the country with a small 
guard of trusty officers to Wilna, He had been in great personal 
danger the preceding fortnight. Judging from his own account, 
lis army must have suflered more from the united horrors of 
sword, cold, famine, and continual fatigue and alarm, durifig the 
whole month of November, than is recorded to have been suffered 
by so large an army within the same time, since the world was 
made. Thirty thousand horses died in a few nights, and the army 
from Moscow losi ail its cavalry and all its artillery. It was with 
difficulty that a small body guard for the Emperor could be 
mounted. 

The Prince Regent opened the new Parliament with a speech. 

Gen. Smythe rallied and embarked his men to pass into Can- 
ada, but did not pass. 

Gen. Harrison gave up his expedition against Detroit. 

The 29th French bulletin issued, dated at Molodetchno, 

Mr. Gallatin laid his estimates before Congress. 

Samuel Tully executed at Boston for Piracy. 

The Russians entered Wilna, and took several thousand French 
prisoners. 

A bill passed the Senate U. S. to build four 74’s and six frigates, 
28 to 2. 

A bill also passed the Senate for the relief of merchants, who 
had given bonds under the non-importation act, 25 to 5. 

Bonaparte reached Paris about 11 at night, having fled» with 
the utmost speed from Wilna in disguise, under a feigned name, 
and with a single attendant. 

The biil to augment the navy passed H. R. 70 to 56 

The bill to relieve the merchants also passed, €4 to 61. 

The Russians entered Memel. 

The British frigate Java, 38 guns, capt. La-nbert, taken by the 

Constitution, com. Bainbridge, after an action of one hourand 55 
rte + British loss, 70 killed, and more than 100 wounded; 

. S. loss, 9 killed and 23 wounded. The Java was made acom- 
sae wreck, and,burnt by the captors on the Slst. 

A bill to raise 20,000 additional troops passed H. R. of U. S. 
7U to 37. 

The Prussian Generals [ve Yorcke and Massenbach, with their 
corps, joined the Russians, 

Com. Rodgers with the President and Congress returned to 
Boston. 

During this month a great mortality prevailed among the sol- 
diers of U. S. army, at ali their stations. 

At the close of the year, the very small remnant of the French 
armies, principally officers, were at Marienbourg, Marien werder, 
Elbing, and Thorn, on the Vistula. This remnant was, for the 
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most part, collected from the fragments of corps from the Dwina, 
the army from Moscow having become almost utterly extinct by 
the middle of December. The ruin of all Bonaparte’s forces v4 
gaged in the attempt to conquer Russia, is one of the most over. 
whelming events which ever took place in the whole history ofthe 
wars of ambition. In June he entered Russia with an immense 
army, after three years of preparation, and had under his control a 
more effective and formidable force than was ever before at the 
disposition of a single commander; in December, a fugitive in 
disguise, he returns to his capital, and relates with his own mouth 
the frustration of his designs, and the annihilation of his army, 
The loss of the army included the loss of 1200 cannon, 60,000 


yee, 
Son 


horses, and immense quantities of ammunition and baggage. The 
history of the world affords no parallel. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


PLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
No. V. 


It has been intimated, that 
there is danger of becoming te- 
dious, at least to common read- 
ers, by too minute a detail of par- 
ticularsin the course of these 
Plain Scrifiture Readings. Per- 
haps this danger may be some- 
what diminished by stating, in 
ihis place, the design of the wri- 
ter in noticing a// the emenda- 
tions proposed by Griesbach, and 
the principal doctrines contained 
in each passage of Scripture tak- 
en as the subject of examina- 
tion. 

Mention is frequently made, 
in modern publications, of the 
great number of various read- 
mgs in different manuscript 
copies of the Scriptures. This 
number is so yreat as to astonish 
the unlearned, and to make 
them think the variations of dif- 
ferent copies of the Scriptures 
to be vastly more important than 
they really are. It seemed use- 
ful, therefore, to set before the 
common reader a//the alterations 
ef our text proposed by Gries- 


bach, a very highly valued critic 
in this branch of sacred learning, 
that the true character of these 
alterations may be understood, 
and the grand edifice of Christi- 
anity with all its pillars of doc- 
trine and duty may be seen to 
stand on an immoveable founda- 
tion. If a selection were made 
comprising those various read- 
ings only which affect the sense, 
the writer might be suspected of 
partiality. Besides, it is desira- 
ble that every person should ac- 
tually see, that such various 
readings as the omissien of the 
word avd, or the transposition of 
a word, or the change of a prepo- 
sition, or the omission of the 
nominative casg Cannot possibly, 
ina vast majority of instances, 
alter the sense In the least. 

In detailing the doctrines 
taught by Christ and the Evan- 
gelist, the writer has two objects 
in view. 

The first is, to induce his 
readers to compare each doc- 
trine with the passage from 
which it is stated or inferred. A 
habit of reading the Scriptures 
attentively, and with a desire to 
understand their whole meaning: 
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is of vast importance to every 
Christian, who intends to ad- 
vance in divine knowledge. 

The second is, to shew wita 
what comparative frequency the 
various truths of Christianity are 
taught. It issometimes said, by 
the disciples of medern liberali- 
ty, that those doctrines, which 
are usually called the doctrines 
of the Reformation, are seldom 
taught, even in afifiearance, by 
the sacred writers. <A particu- 
lar examination of any consider- 
able portion of Scripture will 
expose the error of this asser- 
tion. 

The prosecution of my pres- 
ent plan through the Gospel of 
Matthew will, perhaps, answer 
the chief purposes I have in 
view. The plan may then be al- 
tered, or dropped altogether. If 
these papers should be generally 
deemed unprofitable, they will 
be discontinued immediately on 
jearning that such is the fact. 

One word more: Let no per- 
son suppose, that, because these 
papers are numbered, it is neces- 
sary to read the whole in order 
to understand any. They are 
numbered for the sake of dis- 
uunction; but may be read sepa- 
rately, after the abbreviations 
contained in the first number are 
understood. 


MATTHEW V, 1—20. 


The only various reading admit- 
ted by Griesbach as an alteration 
in the first twenty verses of this 
chapter, is the omission of the 
word falsely in the tith verse. 
He classes this among the pro- 
bable omissions. I know not 
that the omission of the word 
falsely can have any effect to ren- 
der the passage doubtful, or to 
Vou. Ve. New Series. 


favor any class of disputants. If 
the word be not genuine, it 
doubtless crept into the text 
from some comment. The pas- 
sage appears more forcible with- 
outit. No doubt, great malice 
has been exhibited against Chris- 
tians, even in speaking what was 
true, in order to disparage their 
characters, and out of hatred to 
the cause of Christ. Thus, for 
instance, when Christians have 
Sustained immoral characters be- 
fore they became Christians, the 
world are apt to take special care 
that this fact be kept in remem- 
brance. Real hostility to Christ 
is very frequently manifested in 
this way; and when thus mani- 
fested may operate as a testimo- 
ny in favor of the persons against 
whom it is particularly directed. 


Profiosed emendations in our ver- 
sion. 


Ver. 5. Blessed are the meek; 
Jor they shall inherit the land, 
Dr, Campbell bas shown very 
satisfactorily that this is a pref- 
erable translation to the common 
one. By the word /and he un- 
derstands heaven, spoken of by 
the Psalmist, (from whom this 
clause is quoted,) under the fig- 
ure of the frromised dand. He 
argues that all the blessings here 
described are ofa spiritual na- 
ture, and are to be enjoyed ina 
future state of happiness. It has 
been a difficult thing to tell in 
what sense the meek inherit the 
earth. Persons of this character 
often suffer in this world from 
the rapacious, the proud, the vi- 
olent; but there isa /and which 
they .will hereafter receive in 
undisturbed possession, even the 
rest, which remaineth for the pee 
fle of God. To explain at large 
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the alteration here proposed 
would take up more room than 
can here be afforded. See Camp. 
Gos. vol. iv, p. 35. 

V.13. Df the salt become in- 
sifid. It is worthy of remark, 
that the Greek word, like our 
insifid, means to become foolish 
or tasteless, though the former 
is the primary meaning. 

V.17. Lhink not that I am 
come to annul the law, or the 
nrofthets; Tam not come to annul, 
but to establish. It is not easy 
to find a single word in English, 
which shall convey the whole 
force of the word translated to 
fulfil in our common version. 
Perhaps it comprises, in this 
passage, the most important 
meanings of the words to estaé- 
lish, to ratify, to accomplish, to 
make fulland perfect. 

This verse has been greatly 
misunderstood to mean, that our 
Savior came not to fransgress the 
law, but to odey 7¢; whereas the 
true meaning of the passage is, 
that Christ, as the great moral 
lawgiver of mankind, came not 
to annul the law previously re- 
vealed, but to establish, confirin 
and ratify the same law, and, by 
explanations, to enlarge it, and 
make it as perfectly inteliigibie 
as it was universally obligatory. 

V.18. 7ilé ali be accomAlished. 

VY. 19. Whosoever, therefore, 
shall transgress one of the leasi 
of these commandments, &c. 

V. 2. Laxceft your righteous- 
ness shall surpass, &c. Dr.Camp- 
bell uses exce/ instead of exceed; 
because exceed relates to quanti- 
ty, but exced to quality or kind. 
Surpass, like the original, may 
relate to quantity and quality and 
is therefore to be preferred. 


Doctrines. 

We aie taught, in this pas- 
sage of Scripture, that our Sa- 
vior, seeing the multitudes, went 
up into a mountain, sat down 


with his disciples about him, and 


directed his discourse to them 
particularly; v. 1, 2; that the fo}- 
lowing classes of persons are 
happy); first, the humble, because 
they shall enjoy the kingdom of 
heaven; v. 3; secondly, the 
mourners, because they shall be 
comforted; v. 4;_ thirdly, the 
meek, because they shall partake 
of a spiritual inheritance, which 
was prefignred by the promised 
land; v. 5; fourthly, they who 
hunger and thirst after higher 
attainments in holiness, because 
they shall be satisfied; v. 6; fifth- 
ly, the merciful, because they 
shall obtain mercy; v. 7; sixthly, 
the pure in heart, because they 
shall see God; v. 8; seventhly, 
the peace-makers, because they 
shall be children of God; v. 9; 
eighthly,they who are persecuted 
on account of their goodness, 
because they sball enjoy the 
kingdom of heavei.; v. 10; that 
the disciples of Christ are hap- 
py when reviled, persecuted, and 
calumuniated for his sake; v. 11; 
that they ought to rejoice, in 
such circumstances, and be ex- 
ceeding glad, because their re- 
ward wili be great in heaven; Vv: 
12; that the prophets were thus 
persecuted; that the disciples ot 
Christ are the salt of the earth, 
the means of preserving the hu- 
man race froma state of moral 
putrefaction; v. 13; that they are 
also the light of the world; vy. 14; 
that it is the duty of Christians 
to let their good works be seen 
by others, so that they also way 
be brought to glorify God; v. 16; 
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that God is properly called the 
Father of the human family; that 
Christ came not to abolish, or 
annul, but to make perfect and 
ratify, the divine law. which had 
been previously revealed; v. 17; 

that every syllable of the revela- 
tion of God shall be exactly ac- 
complished, and shall perfectly 
attain the end for which it was 
given; v.18; that whosoever shall 
violate one of the least of God’s 
commandments, or shall teach 
others to violate it, shall be of 
no esteem in the kingdom of 
heaven; v. 19; that whoever shal! 
obey and teach these command- 
ments shall be highly esteemed 
inthe kingdom of heaven; and 
that unless the virtue of Chris- 
tians shall surpass that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, they can 
never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

The number of implicd doc- 
trines in these interesting verses 
is exceadingly great. "A few 
will be mentioned. We are 
taught, that the customary ways 
in which men have sought hap- 
piness are all erroneous; v. 3— 
10; that these whom the world 
accounts unhappy may in fact be 
inthe only path to happiness; 
ihat a desire of happiness is not 
only lawful, but the grand mo- 
tive to a course of virtue; v. 5— 
i2; that the great reward of the 
highest attalaments in virtue is 
the vision of God; v. 8; that 
whatever wants or pi eatin muy 
be experienced by Christians in 
this worid, they will all be re- 
moved in the world to come, 
and the onposite blessings will 
be conferred without measure 


and without end; v. 3——12; that if 


professed Christians ave dest- 
tute ef real holiness they will be 
wineonug the most useless of the 


human race; v. 13; that one mo- 
tive to do good is a desire that 
others may become religious, 
and that God may thus be glori- 
fied; v. 16; and that the only 
foundation of distinction in heav- 
en will be obedience to the re-- 
vealed will of God; y 


Miscellaneous Remarks. 

The Sermon on the Mount is 
the longest continued discourse 
of our Savior recorded by the 
Evangelists, except that in which 
he comlorts his disciples ani 
makes an intercessory prayer, 
which is of about equal length. 
The purity of the instructions 
here contained, the sublimity of 
the sentiments by which these 
instructions are enforced, and the 
authority with which our Savior 
speaks, cannot fail to strike the 
mind of every reader. 

The authority manifest in ev- 
ery sentence is worthy of very 
particular notice. Our Savior 
evidently speaks as the moral 
lawgiver ot the universe, and 
delivers the most weighty truths, 
those by which the future. allot- 
ments of men are to be fixed, 
under the sanction of his own 
name. Verily I say unto you. 
From this I argue, that Christ is 
the mural Governer of the world; 
and, if so, the unchangeable and 
eternal God. Il Christ were a 
creature, howcver cxalted, is it 
credibje that he should not have 
explained himself to speak in the 
name of God only, and with no 
authoritative power of his own! 
Would he not have done this in 
every instance, as the prophets 
were wont to do, in order to 
prevent ali mistake in so impo: 
tant a matter? The passages 
which speak of our. Savior as 
sent, andas declaring the will 
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of the Father, &c. are all suscep- 
tible of an explanation perfectly 
consistent with the purport of 
these questions. PHILALETHEs. 


THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF 
Mrs. Lk. H.a sisTerR oF Pres- 
IDENT EDWARDS, EXTRACT- 
ED FROM HER DIARY. 


In extracting the following passa- 
ges liberty has been sometimes taken 
to alterthe phraseology, but not the 
sense. A large collection of private 
papers written by this lady is inthe 
possession of one of her grand chil- 
dren. 


In her youth Mrs. H. thus 
wrote;— 

“God ‘has been graciously 
pleased to be working upon my 
heart by his Holy Spirit from my 
childhood, and, especially at 
times, to be powerfully inclining 
me to the things of religion. In 
the latter end of the year 1712, 
I was made more sensible of the 
reality and greatness of the 
things of religion than formerly, 
and my chief concern was about 
my soul. 1 was stirred up to 
search the Scriptures with dili- 
gence, that I might know the 
will of God, and what was re- 
quired of me in order to salva- 
tion. I was also made sensible 
of my danger of perishing, and 
that continually. 1 saw that I 
was condemned already, and 
hung over the pit of misery by 
the slender thread of lite. 1 
was sometimes terrified,—some- 
times encouraged,—-somctimes 
made sensibie of eternal things, 
and of the preciousness of my 
own soul,—sometimes tempted 
t> neglect prayer and every duty 
on account oi my vilcne Tus 
1 continued, till one “an belie 


under more than ordinary con- 
cern, I found my heart in a fro- 
ward and evil frame; and, upon 
the arising of wicked thoughts 
in my heart, an uncommon heor- 
ror seized me, with a more than 
usual fear that God would deal 
with me according to my deserv. 
ings, which so increased ia the 
evening that | was unable to at- 
tend to my work. A sense of 
my exceeding wickedness, and 
of the dreadfulness of the misery 
I had exposed myself to, increas- 
ed till 1 had but little hope of 
escaping eternal punishment. 
About midnight I had an amaz- 
ing breaking jn of light into 
my soul; and though I would 
write it down, that the particular 
steps of God’s dealings with me 
may not be forgotten, yet | 
know not where to begin, nor 
how to express what J then feit. 
I saw myself to be more vile and 
hateful than it is possible for 
tongue to utter, or for the heart 
fully to conceive. Sin appeared 
to be exceedingly siniul; espe- 
claliy, the sins against the Gos- 
pel, such as slighting the mercy 
of God, refusing an offered Sa- 
vior, and grieving the Holy 
Spirit, seemed to me greater sits 
than any open immorality, or 
evenmurder. I saw myself jost 
and undone, and could see no way 
of recovery. The threatenings 
of God’s word were like sharp 
arrows which picrceed me through 
and through. L was made seust- 
ble of the greatness and holiness 
of God, and that the ieast breach 
of his commands deserves 
damnation. | saw myseit lo 
be under the law, a child ot 
wrath; and felt ihat, if the threat 
cnings ot God were true, 1 must 
surely be executed. [ found my 
heart hurder tham tie wetner 
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millstone, full of enmity against 
God, rising up in rebellion and 
fighting against him, I seemed 
to fall down slain before him, in 
despair of mercy. I thought 
myself as sure of going to hell, 
as if I were there already; for I 
saw the truth of God’s threaten- 
ings, but the way of the Gospel 
was hidden from me. When I 
was thus in the greatest distress, 
these words came to me with 
great power; Lam. ili, 29. He 
jutteth his mouth in the dust,if 
so be there may be hofie; which 
made a great, and I thought a 
glorious change, in my soul, 
My enmity and hardness seem- 
ed to be taken away, and my 
heart melted into admiration of 
God’s infinite goodness and mer- 
cy. I then saw the way of sal- 
vation by Jesus Christ, and his 
vlory in his mediatorial office. I 
saw it was a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners; and his love 
therein appeared wonderful and 
glorious; and the consideration 
that my sins had a hand in his 
sufferings pierced me to the 
soul. 

“After this I was enabled to 
rest in hope tll morning, and 
then arose very much animated, 
resolving to run the race which 
was set before me.” 

As what Mrs. H. wrote was 
lntended for her private use on- 
lv, she stops here, and refers to 
other parts of her diary. Her 
next exercises, as nearly as can 
be collected, were as follows:— 

“My heart was very much sof- 
tened and melted before God. I 
was grieved that I had sinned 
on so goud a God, especially 
by despairing of his mercy and 
pardon, as | had done. I had a 
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great sense of God’s goodness 
to me, not only in the above men- 
tioned instance, but through the 
whole course of my life. Iwas 
now ina manner wholly taken uj: 
about the concerns of my soul; 
and things of a spiritual nature 
were to me things of the great- 
est excellency and of the last 
importance. 1 had not a thought 
that I was converted, but was 
stirred up earnestly to desire 
conversion. Ilhada great sense 
of the happiness and dignity of a 
child of God. The reasonable- 
ness of Christianity was made so 
clear to me, that had there been 
neither» command, reward, nor 
punishment, I could not have 
withstood it. I had God always 
before my eyes, and walked un- 
der an apprehension of his wis- 
dom, holiness, and goodness. I 
not only believed, but was sure; 
which wrought in me a pleasing 
and profitable view of the Divine 
Majesty, whereby I was obliged 
to do my utmost to please him, 
not from fear of punishment, but 
from regard to his infinite excel- 
lency, which was the sweetest 
and most powerful help to holi- 
ness. I think I may say, my 
conversation was much in heay- 
en: these were the objects of my 
desires and the subjects of ny 
thoughts and meditations; and 
indeed I seemed, for hall a year 
together, not to live in the worid. 
‘The loss of all cutward things, 
even of the nearest triends and 
relatives, and oi lite iisclf, did 
not seem grieyous to me, pro- 
vided the loss might be made 
up in God. It seemed that, with 
the presence of God, and the 
manifestation of his love and fa- 
vor, I could freely burn at the 
stake. It did not appear at all 
Strag € to me, that the martyr: 
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cheerfully and joyfully suffered. 
In meditation, I was filled with 
such transports of joy and thank- 
fulness, as are altogether inex- 
pressible; and indeed I never 
experienced the like before nor 
since. But I little thought that 
these were my best days. I 
thought that if 1 believed I should 
see greater things than these. 
“After a while, I began to lose 


something of my lively sense of 


divine things, and to grow dis- 
couraged. I was very much 
afraid of backsliding; and dread- 
ed nothing so much as having 
my portion in this life. The loss 
of God’s favor was insupportable. 
I summed up all God’s threaten- 
ings against backsliders and ap- 
plied them to myself; and, being 
once fixed in meditation on them, 
I had a more than ordinary sense 
of the punishments of the wick- 
ed, and of the strictness of God’s 
tribunal. As I was thinking 
how awful it would be if hell 
were My portion, these words 
came home to me;—/J, the Lard, 
have sfloken it, and I will do it; 
which had a very discouraging 
effect upon me; and, if any thing 
of a contrary nature was offered, 
it would be immediately sug- 
eestedd, that God had ¢teld me he 
would damn me, and that it 
would signify nothing if all the 
divines in the world should en- 
courage me. Thus I was under 
the power of discouragement a 
long time. But my fear of hell 
soon wore off in a considerable 
measure; yet a sense of my loss 
daily increased upon me. The 
world looked like an empty 
place. I could find no comtort 
in creatures. They were all 
empty and vainto me. These 
words of our Savior were always 
in my mind; Wo man e's 
ar 


? 


tasted the old wine straightway 
desireth new; for he saith, The 
old is better. ‘The thoughts of 
living without God in the world 
broke my heart. 1 wert mourn- 
ing all the day long. Tears had 
now become my drink. I dwelt 
in darkness, as those that had 
been long dead. My soul was 
shut up in a deep pit, that I 
could net come forth, and en- 
closed in Egyptian darkness; but 
now and then a gleam of light 
appeared, which kept me still 
waiting upon God in ordinances, 
with assured hope that he would 
at last shine in upon my soul. 
Thus I continued tor a year and 
ahalf. Every place, every en- 
joyment, and every ordinance be- 
lig empty to me, I could see no 
happiness but in the light of 
Goud’s countenance, nor any mis- 
ery iike being shut out of his 
presence. 

“Woiile I was in this condi- 
tion it pleased God to move my 
parents to send me to Boston, 
where the preaching of the Rev. 
Mr. Colman and Mr. Cooper 
was bicssed to me. ] found 
God’s ordinances very precious, 
and began to have a_ sensible 
Sweetness upon my spirits when- 
ever 1 drew near his house. [ 
went to Mr. Wadsworth, whe to 
my surprise treated me as one 0! 
God’s children, and convinced 
me that the foundation of my 
resent trouble was temptation. 
isy this 1 was much helped, as 
also by the words of Christ, A/y 
grace ia sufficient for thee. Aliso 
the consideration, that Christ had 
undertaken for them that are his; 
afforded me much relief. But I 
was not suddenly let into light 
but by degrees; many sermons 
contributing thereto, as also 
many books. I liad some thought 


















1318. 


ef joining the church, upon 
which I advised with Mr. Col- 
man, who encouraged me, and 
told me that 1 might come re- 
penting, believing, and trem- 
bling, to the ordinance, which 
raised my spirits, fixed my 
thoughts, and yielded me much 
comfort. My joining the church, 
and how it has been with me 
since, | have written something 
of in other papers, when I was at 
home, and had leisure; but I 
have been much abroad; and 
hope I have God’s presence with 
me abroad, as well as at home.’’ 

“Aug. 3, 1718. I gave up 
myself to God in asolemn cove- 


nant, and joined with his peo- 


ple at Weston in church-fellow- 
ship. May it please the Father 
of lights, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift, to 
enlighten me by bis Holy Spir- 
it, and enable me to perform all 
those holy and spirivual duties 
contained in the covenant; and 
erant me his’ grace, whereby I 
may be steadfasttherein. Then 
may I say, “47s God is my Ged, 
and will be my guide even unto 
death. QO that I might be made 
sensible of the infinite greatness 
and goodness of that God, who 
has condescended to be a God 
in covenant with his people,— 
who has called them friends, and 
given them children’s bread,— 
who is the portion of their inher- 
itance and of their cup,—who 
has, in the work of their re- 
demption, made a glorious dis- 
play of his infinite holiness, jus- 
luce, wisdom, and mercy. Will 
it please God to grant, that I 
may so behold his glory as to 
be changed into the same image 
fiora glory to glory. 

“Oct. 12. This was the first 
Sacrament-day I enjoyed in 
Windsor. I had the evening be- 
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fore some quickening and earn- 
est desires alter Christ and the 
ordinance; but the next day was 
very dull anddead. My father 
preached from Heb. v, 9. And 
being made pfrerfect, he becamg 
the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him. My 
heart stili condnued very much 
unaffected, till the participation 
of that ordinance, wherein I had 
a sense of the infinite mercy of 
God in the redemption of the 
fallen children of men. And 
though I fell infinitely short of 
my duty, yet would humbly 
hope, that my fellowship was in 
some measure with the Father 
and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
1 then solemnly engaged to en- 
deavor, by the grace of God, af- 
ter a more strict walk with him, 
and to watch against the vain 
thoughts which swarm in my 
heart. May it please God to 
keep this in my thoughts contin- 
ually, and to grant me his grace, 
whereby I may be enabled to 
walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith I am called. 

“Noy. 2, the Sabbath before 
the Public Thanksgiving. My 
futher entertained us from Ps. 
Ixv, ll, Zhou crewnest the year 
with thy goodness; and thy fraths 
drop futness. The doctrine was, 
that the mercies and blessings 
of the year were given us by 
God, and called for suitable re- 
turns of praise and thankfulness 
to Him.” 

Mrs. H. gives the plan of the 
sermon. Among the general 
mercies of the year the preacher 
ranked peace. “It may be reck- 
oned one of the great mercies of 
the year, when God delivers his 
people from the hurtful syord, 
and from the grievousress of 
war.” Among the special, or 
individual mercies, eonverting 
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erace isnot forgotten. “It may 
be, that God has bestowed con- 
verting grace upon some per- 
son. This is a special mercy of 
the year wherein it was bestow- 
ed, a mercy for which God will 
be blessed through eternity.”’ A- 
mong the proofs, that these mer- 
cies proceed from the goodness 
of God, this is mentioned; —“ Be- 
cause we are undeserving of 
them. They are not merited by 
us, but are the free gift of God. 
It may further appear that they 
proceed from the goodness of 
God, if we consider our own 
sinfulness and vileness. We 
are all sinners; have naturally 
hearts full of enmity and rebel- 
lion against God; have a thous- 
and times broken his holy law, 
and deserved eternal misery 
from him.” 

Nov. 5. It is now just the 
dawning of the solemn day of 
thanksgiving. O that I might 
see the infinite wisdom, power, 
and goodness of that God who 
makes the day-spring to know 
its place, and causes his sun to 
shine on the evil and on the good; 
and that I might be enabled to 
wait upon him this day with 
thanksgiving and praise; that he 
would please to hear my voice in 
the morning, and that, with the 
true devotion of the Psalmist, I 
may direct my prayer unto him, 
and may look up. May it please 
God this day to clothe me with 
the garments of praise, and to 
put a new song into my mouth, 
even praise to my God. May 
my heart be fixedin the duties 
of the day, that with suitable fear 
and reverence I may draw near 
before Him; knowing him to be 
a God of infinite greatness, sove- 
reignty, power, and holiness, and 
that with him is terrible majes- 


ty; with deep humiliation and 
abasement, knowing myself to 
be a vile, sinful creature, a worm 
of the dust, and as nothing be- 
fore Him: yet rejoicing and be. 
lieving, that the great, holy, and 
sovereign God is also gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger and 
of great goodness. His tender 
mercies are over all his works, 
How wonderful have been the 
expressions of God’s goodness 
to me this last year, and how 
loudly do they call for my thank- 
fui acknowledgements. I have 
been visited with great weakness 
and bodily infirmity: it has pleas- 
ed Him, who is the Lord my 
healer, to restore me to a com- 
fortable degree of health and 
strength again. I was once vis- 
ited with a mortal distemper; 
but God was pleased to rescue 
me from the jaws of death, and 
to add to my days another year. 
When I was in the depths of 
darkness and discouragement, 
quite overrun with melancholy; 
when the waters came into my 
soul, and my feet sunk in deep 
mire; when I dwelt in darkness 
as those that have been long 
dead; when my spirit was over- 
whelmed within me and my heart 
was desolate—I remembered the 
days of old, my spirit fafled, I 
became like those that go down 
to the pit. I cried unto the Lord, 
and he helped me, and delivered 
me out of my distress. Oh that 
men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and for his won- 
derful works to the children o! 
men. Bless the Lord, O my 
sou]; and all that is within me 
praise his holy name. 

March, 1719. I am this day 
called to wait upon God, in the 
holy and solemn ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper. Wherewith 























shall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myself before the most high 
God? It is, indeed, a solemn and 
awful thing for a sinful creature 
to draw near to a holy and glori- 
ous God. Where, then, is the 
wedding garment, the righte- 
ousness of Christ, with which I 
must be clothed, if 1 would be 
present at this marriage feast? 
Where is that faith, that love, 
that humility, that holy fear and 
reverence, which are necessary 
in order to my suitable attend- 
ance on this ordinance? Where 
is that godiy sorrow for sin, that 
rejoicing in Christ Jesus, that 
delight in the ways of holiness, 
which God requires, and which 
I once hoped I experienced 
something of? Ah where indeed! 
How cold and dead am I grown. 
How have I lost my sense of 
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spiritual things, and am become 
earthly and carnal. How life- 
less in duty; how full of unbelief 
and formality; how are vain 
thoughts crowding upon me, in- 
\errupting every duty, and de- 
filing my best performances. 
Lord, I desire tocome unto thee 
for justification and sanctifica- 
tion, for the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. Thou art the foun- 
tain opened for Judah and Jeru- 
salem to washin. Washme in 
thy blood, sanctify me by thy 
Spirit, prepare me for this holy 
ordinance. Thou, that raisest 
the dead, quicken my dead soul. 
Thou, who art the fountain of 
light, the father of mercies, the 
God of all grace, enrich my soul 
with thy, grace, and irradiate me 
by thy Spirit.” 

( £0 be continued.) | 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES- 


Letrers have been received 
from Mr. Nott as late as the 
29th of November. He was then 
en board ship with Mrs. Nott 
and Mr. Hail, just losing sight 
of Jand, having jeft Bengal for 
Bombay. If the ship touched at 
Ceylon, they thought it proba- 
ble they should attempt a mis- 
sionary station there. Early in 
November, they engaged their 
passage, and obtained the regu- 
lar passports from Government; 
but, on the 18th, they were noti- 
ied by the police, that it was the 
pleasure of Government that they 
should be sent to England in the 
fleet under despatch; and that 
passages were provided by the 


Marine Office for Messrs. Hall . 


Ver. V. New Series. 


and Nott on board the Surrey, and 
for Messrs. Judson and Rice on 
board the Prince Regent; and 
their names were published in 
the Calcutta newspapers as pas- 
sengers on board those ships, 
Messrs. Judson and Rice went 
on board a ship bound for the 
Isle of France, and after some 
dificulty obtained passports for 
that place. Messrs. Nott and 
Hall went on board the ship 
bound to Bombay, and were reg- 
ularly reported to Government 
as passengers. The ship Cre- 
ole, in which Messrs. Judson 
and Rice embarked for the Isle 
of France, left Bengal early in 
December. Letters have been 
received from Dr. Carey dated 
toward the close of that month. 
It will probably be some time be- 
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fore we shall hear again from the 
brethren, there being no Amer- 
ican ships, we believe, either at 
Calcutta, Bombay, or the Isle of 
France. The friends of mis- 
sions will not cease to pray, that 
God would fix the brethren in 
some station where they may be 
employed to proclaim the Gos- 
pel, and in due time to assist in 
giving the word of Godto the 
heathen in their own languages. 

In a letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Woods written by Mr. Nott just 
as he was recovering from sick- 
ness, September 8, and while the 
minds of the brethren were di- 
rected principally to Madagas- 
car are the following passages. 

“We received Dr. Worces- 
ter’s letter of March 10, accom- 
panied by the ordination servi- 
ces, about a week ago. I thank 
you for your Sermon, and the 
authors of the Charge and Right 
Hand for their performances, 
with all my heart. Nothing 
since I left America has seemed 
to be so much the means of re- 
calling to my mind the princi- 
pleson which I put my hand to 
the plough, and of awskening 
every desire to persevere in 
the undertaking, as reading this 
manual of missionary motive, 
caution, and instruction. Its 
intention seems to be to bring 
us to an exclusion of the unhal- 
lowed leaven, to en:ire depend- 
ence upon, and dcvotedness to, 
the Lord;—and I hope it may 
have that most desirable effect. 
The letter and sermons came to 
hand just as I was beginning to 
recover from a severe ijiness; 
and I am now only so far recoy- 
ered as to be able to doa little 
business in my apariment, this 
letter being the first business 
which I have done since my ill- 


May, 


ness. But Iam growing beiter 
very fast, and shall probably be 
about in a few days.” 

“Providence has been very 
good to me, and provided me 
with kind friends, in whose house 
during my sickness I have been 
at home. Through Divine good- 
ness weall yet live. While I was 
sick I thought it likely that God 
was going to make an inroad 
upon us, and shew us that he 
needed us not. But he spares 
us yet. May it be to fulfil our 
duty, and do something for his 
honor.” - 

“The determination of our 
future residence must be left in 
the hands of God. I feel myself, 
and I know the Christian public 
fee], a particular propensity to 
Asia; but God may say Africa. 
Ifhe does, we must go thither. 
Madagascar is a very Interesting 
and important field; the only 
question Is, can “we enter into 
one more interesting and impor- 
tant. You and our other good 
friends at home, I have no doubt, 
are praying for us; and, if we 
wait upon God ourselves, we 
may hope and expect to be 
guided right.” 


BIBLE SOCIETY OF NASSAU HALL. 


The students of the College 
at Princeton, together with the 
members of the Theological 
Seminary at the same _ place, 
having taken into consideration 
the inestimable value of the 
Revelation which it has pleased 
God to make to our world, and 
the great benefits to be expected 
from: the distribution of the Bible 
which contains this revelation, 
among persons unable or not 


edisposed to purchase it, have 
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formed themselves into a soci- 
ety for that purpose to be called 
The Bible Society of Nassau Hall, 
the sole object of which is the 
distribution of the bible among 
the poor and the destitute. The 
following are some of the funda- 
mental principies of the associa- 
tion, viz! The regular members 
are to consist only of students of 
the College and members of the 
Seminary—-honorary members 
are received—the business of the 
Society to be conducted by a 
Board of Directors cunsisting of 
a President, two Vice Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, 
and twelve Managers, aunually 
elected—and the copies of the 
Bibie to be distributed to be 
always of the common approved 
version, without note or com- 
Ment, 

After the Socicty was organ- 
ized, the following persons were 
chosen officers: William A. 
M’Dowell, President, Leverct 
I. F. Huntington, ist ¥. Pres, 
William Biair, 2d 7. Pres. Wii- 
ham Pennington, Sec. Backus 
Wilbur, Zreasurer, and twelve 
others, Managers. 

The Society cordially invite 
contributions to aid their endeav- 
ors to ciicuiate among the sufier- 
ing poor the inestimable ueasure 
the word of God. 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Atthe annual Meeting of ihe Con- 
Necuicut Bible Socie ty heid at Hart- 
iord on the 13th inst. the following 
persons were chosen officers; viz- 
His Ex. Jonn Cotron SmiTH, Esq. 

Pres. 

Gen Jedidiah Huntington, } 
Rev. Samuel Nout, is » €8t- 
Rey, Lyman Beecher, dents. 
ad Sumuel Metwin, 

r. Hen*y Hudson, Secretury. 


Mr. Joseph Rogers, Treasurer. 
Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, Esq} 
Samuel Pitkin, Esq. 

Rev. Amos Baddett. 

Hon. Theodore Dwight, Esq. 
Rev. Henry A, Rowland, 
Rev. Calvin Chapin, 

Rev. Andrew Yaies, 

Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. 
Rev. Samuel Goodrich, 





\.. 


Directing Committee. 


We intended to have noticed be. 
fore now the very excellent report of 
this society mace at the annual meet- 
iug in May 1812. By this document 
itappears that the Society distributed 
3,250 Bibles in the year preceding, 
aud 5,303 since the commencement 
of its operations. The exertions of 
this institution have refuted a com- 
mon opinion, that there is no want of 
Bibles in our old settlements, and the 
well regulated parts of our country. 
Even in Connecticut, which is jusily 

said to be as well supphed with Bi- 
“te as any part of the world, many 
fumilies have been found, and many 
others prob: bly could be found, des- 
titute of the word of life. 

Besides distributing iitbles exten- 
sively in Connecticut, this Society af- 
forded its bounty to the poor in sev- 
eral of the other states. The com. 
mittee sent 300 copies of the Scrip- 
tures to the Oneida Bible Society, 
100 into the state of Vermont, 50 into 
Pennasyvivania, 300 into Ohio, and 106 
inio Rhode Isiand. The committee 
ep necd for Bibles during the vear 

9930.7 72; and the baiance on hand, 
Sie, Gh, 1812, was $2,371 54, of 
which $1,530 was a permanent fund. 


MASSACHUSETIsS BIBLE SOCIETY. 


By the report of the executive com- 
mitice of this Society prepared for 
the annual meeting, June 4, 18:2, it 
appears, that tie committee distrib- 
uted, during the year preceding, 93 
octavo, 8 minion, and 1,030 common 
Bibies.and 566 lestamenis, and,since 
the formation of the society, 3,063 
Bibles and 664 Testaments. ‘The 


balanée on hand was $3 370 12, of 


which $3,236,74 was a permanent 
fund, The committee expended for 
Bibles during the year $1,317 66. 
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PHILABELPHIA BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We learn from the report of this So- 
ciety prepared forthe annual meet- 
ing, May 6, 1812, that the managers 
had lately been directing their princi- 
pal efforts to procuring stereotype 
plates of the whole Bibles after they 
shalt have obtained which they hope 
to distribute the word of life with 
more liberal hands. During the 

receding year thev had given away 

1 German and 243 English Bibles, 
and 12 Testaments. Since the Insti- 
tution of the Society in 1808, they 
have distributed 6,299 Bibles and 
Testaments. During the preceding 
year, they had paid $1,569 15 w.- 
wards the stereotype plates, and 
$309 37 for Bibles. The balance on 
hand was $1,779 15, of which$1,552 
was a permanent fund, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY.« 


Before the annual meeting of this 
society in Sept. last, the treasurer 
had received $508 77, of which 290 
had been expended tor Bibles. The 
Society had then been in existence 
but about three months. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


Extract from a letter written by the 
Rev. James Johnson, a missionary 
of the Society for Promoting Chr:s- 
tian Knowledge. He is employed 
to labor in the N. W. parts of the 
siate of New York, 


‘Tue people in this country are ex- 
ceedingly corrupt, both in principle 
and practice. Infidelity, profamty, 
and a disregard of the Sabbath, are 
among our most prevalent vices. But 
we can discover a visible reformation, 
where preaching has been enjoyed 
but a short time; and [ think in most 
towns a desire to obtain regular 
preaching increases, while the means 
of supporting it are daily diminish- 
ing. Very many familics have left 
the country; and some flourishing 
settlements are entirely deserted. So 
ruinous has the war al:eady been, 
that we are almost all reduced to 
poverty. Our husbandmen have been 
dragged from tleir farms to guard 


the lines, till we are apprehensive of 
a distressing famine. 

“God has visited Stockholm the 
last fall witn a remarkable outpour. 
i:g of his spirit. There was a church, 
in the settlement to which the awak. 
ening was confined, consisting of 
eleven or twelve members. ‘hey 
were in the habit of holding reading 
meetings on the Sabbath,which were 
usuail, attended by 30 or 40 persons. 
But they were very stupid; and I 
have been ofien discouraged, when I 
have preached to them. It appeared 
to be laboring in vain. Last sum. 
mers in pariicular, they were so 
alarmed by the war, that they could 
hardly iisten to any other subject for 
an hour, even on the Sabbath. Dur. 
ing this alarm, in October, Mr. Par- 
mele, as he passed through the town, 
preached an evening lec:ure, at which 
one man was awakened, anda num- 
ber of others seriously impressed. I 
visited them the next week, and 
found three persons under convic- 
tion. Ispeut several days withethem, 
and from that ume the work became 
general, and almost every individual 
inthe soc.ety became solemnly im- 
pressed. The work coninued about 
6 or 8 wecks: during which time they 
had no minister with them but my- 
self; and 1 could be with them only a 
smail partof the time. Vlurty per- 
sous in this time@obtained a hope, and 
give evidence of having passed from 
death to lifes Inthis work 1 never 
saw any thing like enthusiasm, which 
was the more to be expecied on ac- 
count of their having no minister, 
All appeared deeply impressed with 
a sense of the entire depravity of the 
human Leart, and placed their entire 
denendence tor salvation on the mer- 
its of Jesus Christ. The settlement, 
to which the work was conhned, 
consisted of $3 families, 10 of which 
were Baptists, and seldom attended 
meeting with the other society; and 
1 do not recollect an individual of 
these, who was a subject ofthe work.” 


Extract of a letter from a missionary 
employed in the western parts of 
New York. 

“On account of the pestilence, 

which makes dreadiui havoc in 
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this region, the minds of the 
people in many places are very 
tender. Yesterday I exchanged 
with the Rev. Elnathan Walker, 
pastor of the Congreyational 
church in Homer. ‘The Lord is 
doing wonders in this place. A 
very powerful awakening com- 
menced here in August last. In 
December it became general 
through the town. [rom 15 to 
20 conferences have been at- 
tended weekly, and still continue 
in various parts of the town. Al- 
though the awakening is thought 
at present not to be so poweriul, 
yet there still prevails a very 
great solemnity on the minds of 
the people. I had avery full and 
devout audience yesterday. And 
the conference in the evening 
was very solemn. A new song, 
even praise to our God, is put 
into the mouths of multitudes 
here. One hundred and one, 
mostly those who have been 
brought home to Christ, were 
added to the church on the first 
Lord’s day in January; and 56 
on the first Lord’s day of the 
present month. At another 
time three were added; so that 
160 have publicly professed 
Christ and joined themselves to 
the family-of his disciples since 
last August. Twenty or thirty 
more hopeful converts are soon 
to be added to Mr. Walker’s 
communion. Between 70 and 
80 are stated to have been added 
to the Baptist church.” 
“Homer, March 22, 1813.” 


Fxtract of a letter from a clergyman 
in the western part of the s ate of 
New York, on the need of mission- 
aries, and the extentof the mus- 
sionary field. 


“In regard to the information, 
which you requested, I will state 


briefly, that the northern and 
southern parts of the county of 
Cayuga are missionary ground. 
In the towns of V'rywil, Mentz, 
Dryden, and Cato, there are 
small churches formed. In the 
two first there is some attention 
to religion. The western part 
of Locke, and the southern part 
of Genoa, are in great want of 
the word of life. They have 
formerly had small churches 
which are now dissolved. The 
counties of Broome, Cortlandt, 
Tioga, Seneca, and Steuben, fur- 
nish much missionary ground. 
In the Holland Purchase, there 
is a wide field for missionary* 
labors. This tract is about 99 
miles square. In the southern 
parts of it there are a vast num- 
ber of people, and I think but 
two churches formed, and those 


small. In some places I hear 


lately there is a degree of relig- 
ious excitement in the minds of 
the people. Faithful missiona- 
ries might labor here to great ad- 
vantage. Bibies and tracts aie 
much wanted, } imagine, in these 
districts. 

“It is asubject of deep regret, 
that missionaries should spend so 
little time ina place. They trav- 
el on rapidly over a great extent 
of country, preach once or twice 
in a place, and then return. If 
they would preach the same 
number of discourses in one 
quarter of the number of places, 
I believe more good might be 
done. The fact is, more mis- 
sionaries are wanted, seyen tor 
one. But these are not likely 
to ke furnished, unless God 
should open the hearts and hands 
of his people to a greater extent 
than hitherto.” 

‘The writer then proceeds to 
urge the sending of men of tal- 
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ents and expcrience as mission- 
aries, from the consideration that 
infidels and heretics abound in 
the new settlements. These 
persons he represents as being 
“jn general overawed by the 
presence of a respectabie minis- 
ter of the Gospel, while they of- 
ten attack the weaker sort, and 
talk them out of countenance.” 


ABSTRACT. 


The Society for missions to 
Africa and the East held its 
twelfth anniversary in London 
about the first of June 1812. 
The Rev. William Goode 
preached the anniversary  scr- 
mon, after which a coliection was 
made for the benefit of the insti-+ 
tution, which with donations and 
new subscripuons amounted to 
about $1,450. The Society’s 
missionaries at the Rio Pongas, 
on the western coast of Africa, 
have received about 120 chil- 
dren under their care, many of 
whom are chiidren of native 
chiefs; and there are the most 
encouraging prospects of estab- 
lishing schools farther in the in- 
terior. The national system of 
British education has been in- 
troduced, and is now making its 
way among the Susoos. One of 
the Society’s missionaries, the 
Rev. L. Butscher, was present 
at the meeting, with an interest- 
ing African youth, one of the 
scholars at the Society’s settic- 
ment who had accompanied his 
teacher on a visit to England. 
The missionary stated, that 72 


slave factories on that coast 


were reduced to18, in conse- 
quence of the abolition of the 
slave trade by the British. Mr. 
Wilberforce reported, that the 
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committee appointed for that 
purpose had waited on the late 
deeply lamented chancellor of 
the exchequer, and on tie pres. 
ident of the board of control, on 
the subject of providing, at the 
renewal of the East India Com- 
pany’s charter, for more easy 
access of Cliristian Missionaries 
to India; and that they had found 
them to be very favorable to the 
general object, though strongly 
impressed with a sense of the 
delicacy and prudence with 
which measures for the attain. 
ment of that object should be 
devised and executed. Lord 
Gambier was appointed Presi- 
dent of the Society, and other 
neblemen and gentlemen, who 
have befricnded the institution, 
vice-presidents. 


A Prayer Book and Homity 
Society has been formed within 
a ycar past in gnsiand, for the 
purpose of distPibuting, gratuit- 
ously, the articles, liturgy, and 
homilies of the Church of Eng- 
land. We observe the names of 
Lord Teignmouth, Lord Cal- 
thorpe, Lord Gambier, Mr. Wil- 
berforce, and Mr. Thornton, a- 
mong the officers of this Society. 


From the mission at Karass in- 
telligence was received in Eng- 
land, in a letter from Peters- 
burgh, dated Jan. 17, 1812, of 
which the following is an ex- 
tract: “Two of my triends, who 
are returned from the waters ot 
Caucasus, tell me, that they pas- 
sed a fortnight very agreeably 
with the Scotch missionaries in 
that neighborhood. The princi- 
pals are the Rev. Mr. Branton 
and Mr. Patterson. During the 
seven years they have been there; 
they have suffered much frew 





























_,§ ae ood ae ae ah CO 








a 


\v 





1813. Foreign Abstract. 567 


the Circassians; yet, all things 
considered, they have succeeded 
much better than might have 
been expected. Their village 
is surrounded by Tartars, who 
befriend them as far as lies in 
their power. The missionaries 
have a small wooden church,a 


‘printing house with Arabic types 


cut in England, for printing and 
dispersing religious tracts in that 
language among their neighbors. 
Mr. Brunton has nearly com- 
leted the New Testament; 
which, considering he was ig- 
norant of the language several 
years ago, proves him to be an 
indefatigable man. They have 
a cioth manufactory; and as 
much land allowed them by the 
Russian government as_ they 
choose to cultivate; from which 
they furnish the surrounding 
country with potatoes, tobacco, 
&c. In their school they have 
neatly forty children, who are 
all instructed in the Christian 
religion: several of them have 
been sent from Circassia: the 
rest are Tartars. This has 


gained them the good will of 


their neighbors. They are often 
applied to as arbitrators, &c.”’ 

A letter received by the Rev. 
Mr. Bayley of Newcastle, (Me.) 
dated Greenock, (Scotland) Ap. 
18, 1812, states respecting this 
mission, ‘that a private letter 
had lately been received from 
one of the missionaries at Ka- 
rass, (the only letter which had 
been received for two years.) 
They are still persevering. The 
New Testament is mostly trans- 
lated into the country ianguage. 
Many tracts have been distribu 
ted. The missionalies have 
some land, work at their traces, 
and make a hard shift to live, as 
they have had no commu nication 


from the society for a long time. 
Some of the neighboring inhabi- 
tants have stolen their cattle, &c, 
more tnan once. They havea 
hopeful school, &c.” 


Bible Associations are formed 
in various parts of England to 
which the laboring classes of 
people contribute a penny a 
week. Those who thus con- 
tribute take a lively interest in 
assisting to dispense the word 
of life. If these classes of peo- 
ple in England can give two 
cents a week each to this chari- 
table purpose without feeling 
it, as seems to be admitted by 
all writers on the subject, the 
great mass of laboring people in 
our country can afford ten cents 
a weck each for similar purpo- 
ses. The price of labor is higher 
with us, the price.of living cheap- 
er, taxes incomparably lighter, 
and the condition of the great 
body of the people vastly prefer- 
able. 


The Blackheath Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Soczety held its annual meet- 
ing in May last, the Right Hon. 
N. Vansittart in the chair. It 
appeared from actual examina- 
tion, that at least 5000 families in 
this populous district were with- 
out a Bible; that great eager- 
ness was eyery where manifest 
to obtain the word of God; that 
actual application had been made 
for it by between 2,000 and 3,000, 
and that 1,000 Bibles and Testa- 
ments hac been distributed. The 
amount of subscriptions and do- 
nations was about $4,440; and 
ten Bible associations are already 
formed within the district... Her 
Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales was ceclared patroness, 


aud Lord Hood, Lord Eardly, 
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Admiral Sir J. Colpoys, Rear 
Admiral Taylor, and the Rev. J. 
Mathew, were added to the list 
of vice presidents. Among the 
speakers were several noblemen, 
naval and military officers, and 
clergymen. 


The Liverfiool Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Sociery had taken peculiar 
pains to furnish copies of the 
Scriptures to such of the nume- 
rous foreign seamen who fre- 
quent that port as were able to 
read them; and also to the poor, 
the needy, the sick, and the pris- 
oner at home. The eagerness 
to possess the sacred volume is 
stated to have been general and 
strongly marked. It was found 
that'out of 4,386 families inquir- 
ed of for the purpose, only 1,544 
were posscssed cither of a Bible 
ora Testament. The sum re- 
mitted to the parent society was 
$8,000 dollars. The number of 
Bibles distributed in different 
languages was 1,340, and of Tes- 
taments 2,046 Nothing pre- 
vented a much larger distribu- 
tion but the absolute inability of 
the parent society to supply the 
growing demands of its auxil- 
iaries; the presses hitherto em- 
ployed in printing Bibles being 
insufficient fur the purpose. 


The Manchester and Sa/ford 
Auxiliary ible Society held 
its second anniversary on the 
22d of June jast. An able re- 
port was read by which it ap- 
peared, that, notwithstanding the 
extraordinary pressure of the 
times, by which that district was 
peculiarly affected, the receipts 
of the preceding year had far 
exceeded their most sanguine ex- 
pectations; and five Branch So- 


azieuies had been formed. The 
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second year’s incofie amounted 
to $9,300; which in addition to 
about $1,770, the balance of last 
year’s account, had been remit- 
ted tothe parent society. The 
number of Bibles circulated was 
2,677, and of Testaments 3,052. 


The Bath Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety was formed on the 10th of 
March, 1812, at a most nume- 
rous and respectable meeting 
of the inhabitants. Eloquent 
speeches were delivered by Mr. 
Owen and Mr. Hughes on the 
occasion. 


The Uxbridge Auxiliary Bible 
Society had distributed 233 Bi- 
bles and 1,251 Testaments dur- 
ing the year preceding its Jast 
annual meeting. Besides the 
usual parochial distribution, the 
committee had passed a vote by 
which a Bible of a large type is 
allotted to each of the barges 
navigating: the Grand Junction 
Canal, and is attached to the 
barge by a printed label specify- 
ing its name, and inviting the 
crew to read it. The committee 
state the following important 
fact. “It might have been ex- 
pected,” they say, “that in con- 
sequence of the recent circula- 
tion of the Scriptures in the 
neighborhood, either gratuitous- 
ly given, or disposed of at re- 
duced prices, the sale of Bibles 
and Testaments, on the usual 
terms, would be considerably di- 
minished, if not altogether pre- 
cluded; but this, it appears, Is 
so far from being the case, that, 
since the institution of the Ux- 
bridge Society, the demand on 
the trade for Bibles has been in- 
creased in a threefold propot- 
tion; a circumstance which indi- 
cates a growing spirit of reli- 
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gious inquiry, and both rewards 
and stimulates exertions to 
spread the word of God. The 
sum remitted to the parent So- 
ciety is about $2,760. 

The South West Essex Auxe 
iliary Bible Society was formed 
on the 28th of July last, Admi- 
ral Harvey in the chair. The 
Admiral observed, in the course 
of his speech, that as a seaman 
he was not much used to public 
speaking, and his profession was 
not the most likely to lead him 
to speak on religious subjects; 
but he was convinced that the 
distribution of the Bible must 
be attended with the happiest 
effects; and he could add from 
his own observation in the navy, 
that there was the highest state 
of discipline on board those ships 
in which the Bible was most 
read. A considerable sum of 
money was subscribed. 


An important act of Parlia- 
ment, highly favorable to relig- 
ious liberty, received the royal 
assent on the 29th of July last. 
It repealed the Five Mile Act 
and the Conventicle Act, which 
were a disgrace to the English 
Statute Book. All descriptions 
of Methodists and Dissenters 
have expressed, in the very 
strongest terms, their obliga- 
tions to the archbishops aml 
bishops and his majesty’s minis- 
ters. 


The Naval and Military Bible 
Society had distributed, in the 
year preceding April 1812, only 
2,135Bibles and 518 Testaments, 
although there were 26,327 ap- 
plications for copies of the Scrip- 
tures; the funds of the Society be- 
ing rather low. These funds how- 
ever had been replenished by col- 
lections on thé Fast soon after the 

Vou. V. New Series. 


above date, when about $9,000 
were contributed in the metro- 
polis. 


The three following articles 
are taken entire from the Chris- 
tian Observer. 


CITY OF LONBON AUXILIARY 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A large and overflowing meeting, 
the object of which was to establish 
an Auxiliary Bible Society, for the 
City of London, was held on the 6th 
instant, in' the Egyptian Hall, at the 
Mansion House, which had been 
promptly and liberally granted by 
the lord Mayor for that purpose. 
The hall was crowded at an early 
hour, and it is supposed that there 
were not less than from 2000 to 2500 
persons present on the occasion. 
The persons who addressed the as- 
sembly in succession, were the Rev. 
Dr. Brunmark; the Rev.Mr, Hughes; 
Mr. Rowcroft; Mr. Favell; the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; Mr. R. H. 
Marten; Mr. J. Thornton; the Rev. 
Mr. Hatch, the Rev. Mr. Wilson; 
Alderman Scholey; Alderman Wood; 
Mr. B- Neale; Mr. G. Barclay; Mr. 
W. Allen; and the Rev. Mr. Owen, 
A detailed account of the proceed- 
ings of the meeting will be published. 
In the mean time we will only re- 
mark, that there was much power- 
ful eloguence displayed on the oc- 
casion; that the harmony and cordi- 
ality which pervaded the assembly 
were in the highest degree gratify- 
ing; and that the conduct of the Lord 
Mayor in the chair was such as fully 
entitled him to that warm homage of 
applause which he received from the 
multitude that surrounded him. The 
Lord Mayor for the time being’ was 
chosen presidents of this society. The 
vice-president are—the Right Hon- 
orable N.Vansittart: Aldermen C.S. 
Hunter; H. C. Combe, M. P.; Sir J. 
Shaw, Bart. M. P. Sir C. Flower, 
Bart.; Thos. Smith; J. Sylvester; G. 
Scholey; S. Birch; M. Wood; J. At- 
kins; C. Magnay, W. Heygate; and 
J. Ansley, Sir Thos. Baring, Bart. 
M. P.; Samuel Whitbread, Esq. M. 
P.; Joseph Marryatt, Esq. M. P.; 
W. Manning, Esq. M. P.; Jon Mait- 
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land, Esq. M. P.; S. Thornton, Esq. 
M.?.; Edward Parry, Esq.; T. Row- 
eroft, Esq.; and R. Clarke,Esq.Cham.- 
beriain;—the treasurer is D. Bevan, 
Esq.;—and the secretaries are, the 
Rev. D. Wilson, the-Rev. H. F. Bur 
der, and Gurney Barclay, Esq. 

We congratulate the Christian 
world on the formation of a society, 
so supported and so patronized, 
whose attention is to be directed to 
supplying that grievous want of the 
Holy Scriptures, which is found to 
prevail among the poor of the metrop- 
olis. We trust that the powerful ex- 
ample of the first city inthe world, 
thus recognizing, almost in its cor- 
porate capacity, the paramount im- 
portance of the word of God to the 
happiness of man, wiil be felt, not 
only in every part of the British em- 
pire, but in every corner of theglobe, 


LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE JEWS. 


The London Society for promoting 
Christianity amongst the Jews, held 
their anniversary meeting at the Lon- 
don Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on 
Thursday the 2lst of May. The 
meeting was respectably attended; 
the Lord Bishop of Meath in the 
chair. ‘The Keport of the proceed- 
ings of the Society, during,the past 
year, having been read and approved, 
his lordship examined three ot the 
youths under the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Frey with a view to the ministry, 
and expressed tie highest satisfac- 
tion with their progress in their 
studies. . 

A yery numerous company after- 
wards assembied at dinner, the Rt. 
Hon. the Earl of Grosvenor in the 
chair, when they were gratified with 
the appearance of the children who 


‘attended. The Kev. Basil Woodd ex- 


pressed the deepest regret that the 
cause of the Jews had not been taken 
up at an earlier period, and recom- 
mended the continued exertions of 
the society, in the spirit of patience, 
temperance, long suffering, and fer 
vent prayer, as means of obtaining the 
Divine biessing on institutions like 
this, and concluded by moying the 
thanks of the meeting to the Rev. 
W. Marsh of Reading, and the Rev. 


W. B. Collyer, D. D. for their ser- 
mons, requesting them. to allow. the 
same to be printed. 

The Rev. C. F. Frey stated, in an 
impressive manner, the actual situa- 
tion of the Jews. He shewed that, in 
addition to the enmity to God and 
Christ, which renders. mankind in 
general indifferent to religion, the 
Jews are induced by their pride, and 
the influence of their priests, to be- 
lieve that all who are born of Israel 
will go to heaven, however they may 
live; and hence they refuse to believe 
in the despised Jesus of Nazareth. 
This evening, he observed, had pro- 
duced proofs of the happy effects ari- 
sing from the exertions of the society; 
and he had the satisfaction to state 
that forty-two Jews had been bap- 
tised, and that there are now sixty- 
two children wholly maintained and 
educated under its patronage, 

The Lord Bishop of Meath declar- 
ed, that from the first time he be- 
came acquainted with the formation 
and object of the society, he bad the 
greatest satisfaction in contributing 
to the advancement of its designs in 
Ireland. He was persuaded the day 
must come, when the Jews will be 
completely united with the Church 
of Christ. That he knew of no other 
means for this purpose, than those a- 
dopied by the Savior and his apostles, 
and which were the very means 
pursued by the London Society; and 
he could not doubt that Providence 
would bless its endeavors. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Gros- 
venor, in an animated speech, de- 
clared that the interests of the Jew- 
ish people had engaged his very se- 
rious attention; and proved, from va- 
rious arguments, the duty of Chris- 
tians to continue their most zealous 
exertions in their behalf. He consid- 
ered the prophecies of Scripture as 
affording the clearest evidence of the 
ultimate success of the object of the 
Society, and warmly recommended 
it to the friends of the institution to 
persevere in their exertions. ; 

Plans of proposed buildings, 1n- 
cluding an episcopal chapel, schools, 
asylum, &c. having been laid on the 
tuble; the Rev. Dr. Randolph de- 
clared, that the great object of the 
institution was one in which he felt 














a lively interest; that he was satisfied 
with the views of its conductors, 
and rejoiced in the plan of erecting 
an episcopal chapel, in conjunction 
with the present Jews’ chapel, and 
engaged to support the society to the 
utmost of his power: Many excel- 
lent remarks were also made by the 
Right honorable Lord Calthorpe, and 
various other gentlemen, who favored 
the company with their sentiments. 

The fourth Annual Report is in the 
press, atrd will seon be before the 
oublic. 


SOCIETY FOR THRE SUPPRESSION 
OF VICE, 


Aw occasional Keport, marked No. 
VI. has lately been published by this 
Society. Their former Report, we 
are happy to find, had produced such 
an accession of subscribers as enabled 
them to resume those active opera- 
tions which had been in some meas- 
ure suspended through a deficiency 
of funds. But for the narrowness of 
those funds their operations would 
have been much more extensive. 
They have entered, however, on five 
prosecutions, which. they hope to 
bring to a successful jssue. 

The vigilance of Ine Society has 
continued to be directed to insuring 
the decorous observance of the Lord’s 
day, and its aid has been solicited by 
respectable individuals, clergymen, 
and even magistrates. In one in- 
stance a clergyman requested the 

_ Society to andertake to repress the 
licentiousness of his parish, which 
was represented as a task become tc 
arduous for the parish officers. The 
prosecutions of this class, resorted to 
by the Society since the last Report, 
have amounted to 150, all of which 
were cases in which previous admo- 
nition had failed to produce any ef- 
fect. The attention of the Society to 
this offence has been complained of 
as harsh and unjustifiable. This com- 
plaint is ably repelled, and it is shewn 
that no blame can attach to the So- 
‘ciety which does not at least equally 
attach to the laws of the land. On 
this subject the learned Judge Black- 
stone has thus expressed himself:— 
“The profanation of the Lord's 
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day is an offence against God and ree 

ligion, punished by the municipal law 

of England; for, besides the notorious 

indecency and scandal of permitting 

any secular business to be publicly 

transacted on that day in a céuntfy 

that professes Christianity, and the 

corruption of morals, which usually 

follows its profanation, the keeping 

one day in seven holy, as atime of 
relaxation ahd refreshment, as well 

as for public worship, is of admirable 

service to a state, considered merely 

as a civil institution. Jt humanizes, 
by the héip ot society and conver- 
sation, the manners of the lower 
classes, which would otherwise de- 
generaie into a sordid ferocity and 
savage selfishness of spirit: it enables 
the indus'r'ous workman to pursue 
his occupation in the ensuing week 
with health and cheerfulness: it im- 
prints on the minds of the people that 
sense of their duty to God so neces- 
sury to make them good citizens; but 
which yet would be worn out and de- 
faced by an unremitting continuange 
of labor without any stated times of 
recalling tnem to the worship of their 
Maker.” 4 Bl.c.p 68. 

The Committee add, in conclusion, 
‘that, independently of the obliga. 
tion which is incumbent on every one 
to obey, both the laws of God, which 
command that the Lord’s day shall be 
kept holy, and those of the land, 
which prohibit, under certain penal. 
ties, all open profanations of it; it is 
evident that much temporal advan- 
tage and comfort would be derived to 
all who live by trade or labor, from 
an entire cessation of their ordinary 
business and occupations on the Sab- 
bath. Itis felt, and has frequently 
been expressed to the Society by 
many tradesmen, as a great hardship 
that they cannot enjoy one day’s res- 
pite in the week from the fafigues of 
business: and that they are deprived 
of an opportunity of attending public 
worship. But if some persons of that 
description open their shops on a 
Sunday, it is evident that others mast 
either do the same, or risk the loss of 
their customers. To relieve them 
therefore from this hardship, it is *n 
justice due to them, that the law be 
applied equally to ail.” ) 

‘The committee next state the ef: 
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forts they have made, and the suc- 
cess they have had, in detecting the 
venders of obscene books and prints; 
several of whom are under prosecu- 
tron. . 

The accounts received from the 
Societies at York, Hull, Chatham, 
and Rochester, are highly satisfac- 
tory. Much has been done at each 
of these plaees for the suppression of 
the flagrant evils of prostitution and 
the violation of the Sabbath. At 
Hull alone, fourteen brothels had 
been suppressed, and four more re- 
mained under prosecution; besides 
which, some landlords, through fear 
of disgrace, had cleared their houses 
of infamous tenants, whuse crimes 
they had before promoted. 

( To be continued.) 


THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


We are happy to announce that the 
first volume of the Christian Observ- 
er, i. e. the volume for the year 1802, 
has lately been republished from the 
press of T. B. Wait & Co. for the 
principal booksellers in the United 
States. The priccis fixed at $5 full 
bound, which is moderate considering 
the quantity of matter, the style of 
execution, and the number of copies 
printed. As this is a heavy work, and 
as there are eight intermediate vol- 
umes to be republished, it is greatly 
to be desired that the subscription 
list should be so increased as to ena- 
ble the publishers to proceed with 
vigor and safety in the republication, 
We are authorized by the publishers 
to state, that not more than three 
volumes will be issued in a year, and 
that any gentleman, who has part of 
a set imported from England, will be 
supplied with the remaining volumes 
to complete his set; provided he 
makes application, specifying the 
volumes which he wants, before they 
are put to press. We earnestly wish 
that means could be devised to fur- 
nish every clergyman, and every par- 
ish library, with a copy of this valu- 
able work. Few publications have 
amore direct tendency to enlarge, 
strengthen, and purify the mind. The 
religiots part of the work has receiv- 
ed the approbation of so many learned 
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and judicious men, that it would per- 
haps be worse than superfluous in us 
to say any thing for the purpose of 
corroborating their opinion. We take 
the liberty of saying, however, that 
the Christian Observer is of great 
— as a repository of the principal} 
historical events which have taken 
place the last eleven years, and that 
the political information contained im 
the View of Public Affarrs is worthy 
of very particular consideration. 
These articles are never dictated by 
a servile devotion to any party. They 
are ihe result of great practical wis- 
dom. They keep in view the grand 
doctrine of a superintending Provi- 
dence in national affairs. They direct 
the reader to look for national bles- 
sings at the hand of God, and in con- 
sequence of national repentance and 
reformation. 

It has deen said, that the republi- 
cation of the Christian Observer in 
this country would diminish the cir- 
culation of the Panoplist. We have 
never believed that any material ef- 
fect of this kind would be produced. 
A foreign Magazine, however excel- 
lent, by no means supersedes the 
necessity of a domestic one. But 
should there be some hazard of di- 
minishing our own subscription list, 
it would not deter us from cordial'y 
recommending the Christian Obsery- 
er. After saying this, it will not be 
improper to add, that in cur opinion, 
every reason, which has at any time 
rendered the support of the Panoplist 
desirable, now exists in all its force 


‘and that new reasons are daily pre- 


senting themselves. 


BATH FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 


Ar the annual meeting of the For- 
eign Mission Scciety of Bath and its 
Vicinity, holden Jan. 12, 1815, by ad- 
journment from the 8th of the same 
month, the following genticmen were 
chosen officers for the year ensuing, 
viz. 


Rev. William Jenks, President. 
Rev. John W. Ellingwood, V. Pres- 
Dr, Samuel Adams, Sec. 

Mr. Jonathan Hyde, Treasurer. 
Dr. John Stockbridge, Auditor. 
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BERKSHIRE AND COLUMBIA MIS8- 
SIONARY SOCIETY. ° 


Ar the annual meeting of this Soci- 
ety, Sept. 15, 1812, the following per- 
sons were chosen officers; viz. 

Rev. Bertan Hotrcukin, Pres. 

Rev. Jacob Catlin, Vice Pres. 

Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D. Sec. 

Maj. Henry Brown, Treas. 

Rev. Samuel Shepard, Cleré. 

Joseph Woodbridge, Esq. Auditor. 

Rev. David Porter, D. D. 

Rev, Ephraim G. Swift, 

Rey. Jonathan Nash, 

Hon. Wiliiam Walker, Esq. 

Noah Rosscter, Esq. 

Hon. Thomas Cook, Esq. with the 

Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Cierk, and 

Auditor, Trustees. 


This society expended $448 the 
preceding year in supporiiag mis- 
sjonaries; and had received returns 
of 63 weeks of missionary labor actu. 
ally performed within the year. A 
vote was passed that the society 
would aid in the promotion of Foreign 
Missions, as far as their funds would 
permit; and that when the annual in- 
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come of the society shall exceed 
$400, the Trustees may appropriate 
a part, or the whole, of the excess to 
the aid of Foreign Missions. A com- 
mittee was also appointed to p:-pare 
an address on the subject of Furcign 
Missions, who prepared one accord. 
ingly which is published with the ane 
nual accounts. The receipts of ihe 
society during the year preceding 
were as follows: 





Donations $203 05 
Payments of members 66 00 
Profits on the Panoplist 17 13 
Interest 13 33 
$209 Sl 

ORDINATIONS, 


OrDAINED, at Rutland, (Mass.) 
the Rev. Luke Batpwin Foster 
over the church and congregation in 
that place. 

At Leverett, on the 9h of Dec. 
last, the Rev. Jozen Wricut. Ser- 
mon by the Kev. Dr. Payson of 
Rindge, (N. H.) from Mal. ii, 7. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


A Discourse in two parts, deliver- 
ed Aug. £0, 1812, on the National 
Fast. in the chapel of Yale College, 
by Timothy Dwight, D.D. LL.D. 
President of that seminary. Publish. 
ed at the request of the students. 
New York; J. Seymour. 1812. pp. 60. 
8vo, 37 1-2 cents. 

A Discourse, delivered at the Old 
South Church in Boston, before the 
Society for Foreign Missions of Bos- 
ton and the Vicinity, Jan. 1, 18153. 
By Abiel Holmes, D.D. Pastor of the 
First Church in Cambridge. Pub- 
lished at the request of the Society. 
Cambridge; Hilliard and Metcalf. 
pp: 36. 20 cents. 

Remarks on a Sermon preached 
before the Plymouth Association of 
Ministers in the third Congregation- 
al Society in Middleborough, Sept: 
26, 1810, by John Reed, D.D. Pastor 


ofthe first church and congregation 
in Bridgewater. By Samuel Niles, 
A. M. Pastor of the first church and 
congregation in Abington. Boston; 
Lincoln and Edmands. 1813. pp. 
62. S7 1-2 cents. 

An Oration delivered Feb. 22, 1813, 
in Washington Hall, before the Wash - 
ingten Benevolent Society of the city 
of New York. By Isaac M, Ely, 
NewYork; Hardcastle and Van Pelt, 
pp- 28. 

Slave Representation. By Boreas. 
1812. pp. 23 

Formuia of Prescriptions, and Va- 
rious Instructions, for the service and 
guidance of those who have applied, 
are applying, or shall apply, to the 
Enemy of Human Diseases: to which 
is prefixed a Vindication concerning 
the Dietical Abstinence, detecting 
the dangerous tendency of several ar- 
ticles forbidden as pernicious .to the 
human body, in which are ‘included 
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tobacco, salt, and salted food, spirit- 
uous liquors, all sorts of spices and 
coffee. By Sylvan, Enemy to Human 
Diseases. Providence, for the author. 
1812 pp 140. 40 cents. 

Karihwiio Wahotirihotase ne Irok- 
we Naho Nonhwentsoten: or, Good 
News to the Iroquois Nation: a 
Tract [in the Iroquois language] on 
man’s primitive rectitude, his fall, and 
his recovery through Jesus Christ. 
By Eleazar Williams. Burlington, 
(Vi.)Samuel Mills. 1813.pp.11.12mo. 

A Sermon delivered at Wesion, 
Jan. 12, 1813, on the termination of a 
century since the incorporation of the 
town. By Samuel Kendal, D. D 
Minister of said town. Publ.shed at 
the request of the hearers. Cam- 
bridge; Hilliard and Metcalf. pp 60. 

Record of Proceedings of a Gener- 
al Court Martial, holden at the Court- 
house in Salem, in the county of Es 
sex, Monday, Sept. 28,1812, by order 
of his Excellency Caleb Strong, Esq. 
Governor and Commander in chief of 
the Militia of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, on the complaint of 
Lieut: Col. Samuel Brimbiecom and 
others against Ebenezer Goodale, 
Maj. Gen. of the second division of 
the militia. Cambridge; Hilliard & 
Metcalf, 1812, pp. 80. 38 cents. 

Romanum Imperium, ora Class'c 
Map of all the important parts of an 
cient Europe, Asia, and Africa;—de- 
signed for those who are studving the 
Classics or ancient History. Boston; 
Cummings & Hilliard. 1813.50 cents, 

A Sermon, preached April 23th, 
1813, in compliance witha request of 
the Gloucester Female Society for 
the promotion of Christian Knowl. 
edge and Practical Piety. By Timo- 
thy Woodbridge, A. M. Published by 
request. Boston; Samuel T, Arm- 
strong. pp. 21. 

A Sermon, occasioned by the death 
of Mrs. Abigail Basset, consort of 
Mr. Cornelius Bassett, jun. who died 
at Lee, (Mass.) Dec. 8, 1812, in the 
54th year of her age; with an appen- 
dix containing a brief account of three 
seasons of the revival of religion-in 
Lee. By Alvan Hyde, D.D. Pastor 
of the church in Lee. Stockbridge; 
Heman Willard. 1815. 

The Kingdom of the Messiah; a 
Sermon preached before the Foreign 


Missionary Society of Salem and the 
Vicinity, on the first anniversary, Jan. 
6, 1813. By Samuel Worcester, D. 
Ib. Salem; Joshua Cushing. 

An address on the subject of mis. 
sions from the Trustees of the Berk. 
shire and Columbia Missionary Soci- 
etiety to the churches and congrega. 
tions; together with an abstract of 
the proceedings of the society at their 
annual meeting, Sept. 15, 1812, 
Stockbridge; H. Willard. 1812. 

A Compendious History of the 
principal Protestant Missions to the 
Heathen, selected and compiled 
from the best authorities. | By. E. 
Lord. Intwovolhimes 12mo.  Bos- 
ton; Samuel T. Armstrong. 1813. 

A Discourse, delivered at Lexing- 
ton, March 51, 1815, the day which 
completed a ceniury from the incor- 
poration of the town. By Avery Wil- 
liams fifth pastor of the church in 
Lexington. Boston; Samuel T, Arm. 
strong. 

T wo Sermons on intemperance, de- 
livered on the day of the annual fast, 
April 8, 1813. By Joshua Bates, 
A. M. pastor of the first church in 
Dedham. Boston; Samuel T. Arm- 
strong. 

A Discourse delivered at Byfield, 
on the annual fast, April 8, 1813. By 
Elijah Parish, D. D. Newburyport; 
E. W. Allen. 


NEW EDITIONS. 


Evenings at Home; or the Juvenile 
Budget opened: consisting of a vari- 
ety of miscellaneous pieces for the 
instruction and amusement of Young 
Persons. By Mrs. Barbauld and Dr. 
Aikin. In two volumes. Boston; 
Cummings and Hilliard. 1813.pp. 348 
and 330 12mo §$1,75. 

An Essay concerning Human Un- 
derstanding, By John Locke, Gent. 
With a life of the author. In two 
volumes. Boston; Cummings and 
Hilliard. 1813. pp. 465 & 413. $5. 

A Brief View of the Figures; and 
explication of the Metaphors co!- 
tained in Scripture. By John Brown, 
minister of the Gospel at Hadding- 
ton. Middlebury, (Vt.) Samuel 
Swift. 1812. 
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WORKS PROPOSED AND IN PRESS. 


Cummings & Hilliard have in the 
press a Geography,on the plan of 
Goldsmith .and Gray; comprising 
their excellencies with improvements 
and additions; adapted to the use of 
schools and academies. By J. A. C. 
Teacher of a private school in Bos- 


April 30. From Miss S. F. . 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


ton. This work will be accompanied 
by an Atlas of 8 maps. 

Howe & Deforest of New Haven 
propose to publish a Volume of Ser- 
mons from the Christian Observer, 
entitled Family Sermons, in that 
work: to be comprised ina duodeci- 
mo volume of about 350 pages. $1. 


. $3 00 


May 12. From the Foreign Mission Society of Bath and the Vicin- 


ity, by Mr. Jonathan Hyde, the Treasurer . 
14. From Miss Elizabeth Winslow of New Ipswich, by the ° 


Rev. Richard Hall 


109 83 
10 00 


$122 83 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, lately, on his passage from 
the West Indies, T1mMOTHY PHELPs, 
Esq. formerly a merchant at New 
Haven, (Con.) He was graduated 
at Yale College, in 1780. 

At Boston, on the 14th of Feb. last, 
the Rev. Jouw Eviot, D.D.S.HLS. 
4,A.S. and a member of the corpora- 
tion of Harvard College, aged 60. 
He was graduated at that College in 
1773. 

At Watertown, (Con.) SamMEeuL 
W. SouruMayn, Esq. attorney at 
law, aged B89. 

At New Haven, Dr. Joun Bar- 
KER, .a respectable physician. He 
was graduated at Yale College in 
1777. 

In England, Lt. Col. J. Boas, of 
the Royal artillery, aged 79. He 
served under Gen. Wolfe at the tak- 
ing of Quebec. 

In Poland, Gen. Ese, an officer 
of high rank in the French serv ce. 

At New York, the Hon. RopERT 
R. Lavincsros, Esq formerly ciian- 
cellor Of that state, and minister of 
the U. S. at the French court. 

At Cooperstown, (N.Y.) the Hon, 
Wittiam Dowse, member of H. R. 

At jserlin, in Prussia, on the 6th 
of January last, Count BaraGuey 
b’HiLLiers, one of Bonaparte’s 
Generals ef Division. 


In Russia, Pierre Frepertic 
GeorGe, Prince of Oldenburg, 
brother to the Empress of Russia. 

At Williamsburg, (Vir.) Hon. 
WicLL1aM NE son, Esq. Professor 
of Law and Police in the College of 
William and Mary. 

At Georgetown, (Md.) Oxiver 
Wuipp.ie, Esq. counsellor at law, 
formerly of Hampton, (N. H.) He 
was found dead in his office. 

At Canandaigua, (N. Y.) Oriver 
L. PHeups, Esq. He was gradua- 
ted at Yale College in 1794. 

At Dorchester, (Mass.) Moses 
EveretrT, Esq. formerly a minister 
of the Gospel in that town. Har- 
vard 1771. 

At Norwich, (Conn.) on the 19th 
ult. the Rev. AsaHeL HOOKER, pas- 
tor of a church in that place. We 
hope hereafter to give a particular 
biographical sketch of this gentleman. 

At New Haven, (Conn-) on the 
Icth uh Mrs. Respecca Suer- 
MAN, widow of the late Hon. Roger 
Sherman, aged 70Q. 

Lately, in Westmoreland county, 
(Vir.) the Hon. RicHarp PARKER, 

Esq. aged 84, one of: the Judges of 
the General Court. 

On the 2is: ult. at Reading, Mrs 
Dorcas Homes, wife of Mr. Henry 
Homes, aged 23. This lady was em- 
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inent for piety, and was greatly en- 
deared to a large circle of friends by 
her amiableness, good sense, and 
many Christian virtues. 

On the 23d ult. at Topsfield, the 
Rev. AsaneEL Huntincron, pastor 
of the church in that town, aged 53. 

At Weymouth, Ensign Joun 
Suaw, who within a month would 
have entered his 100th year. He left 
a numerous progeny, among whom 
were more than twenty of the fifth 


generation, some of them arrived te 
years of maturity. 

At Lisbon, (Port.) Lt. Gen. Sir 
WiLLIaAM ERSKINE. 

At Annapolis, (Md.) the Rey. 
Rawtpu HicGcinsoTHamM-} 

At Philadelphia, on the 19th ult, 
BenyjJaMIn Rusu, M. D. LL.D. 
aged 70. Dr. Rush was probably 
more known and celebrated than 
any other physician in the United 
States. 





HY MN. 


For the Panoplist. Whether in sunshine or in shade, 
Lerd! I will live and die to thee: 


Peter to our Lord. And Iwill feed tl —" 
; nd Iwill feed thy orphan sheep 
Lovest thou me? John xxi, 15--17. With the true shepherd’s tender care; 


Iv I do love thee? dearest Lord;-- Forgive these tears---but | must weep, 
The question wounds me like a dart; That thou should’st doubt a love so rare. 


Ah! so may be my last reward!-- 


But thou canst read my inmost heart. No; ask me, Lord, if yonder sun 
Shall cease to walk his round above, 


My mind isfix'd; my choice is made; It Jordan’s stream shall cease to run; 
Whate’er my lot in life may be, But never ask me if I love. N. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We sometime ago received a communication signed Joun DEMING, jun. 
complaining of An Abridgment of the History of the Shakers, inserted in the 
Panoplist for Dec. 1811, p. 239. The writer has by no means convinced us, 
that any injustice has been done to the Shakers by that abridgment. He im- 
peaches Rathbone’s testimony; but the mere assertion that 2. ‘*was actuated 
by a spirit of the blackest malice,’ does not prove that he was so. Nor does 
the fact, that R. was killed by the fall of a tree, prove, as Mr. Deming sup- 
poses, that God inflicted this judgment upon him in order to prevent his 
writing a second pamphlet, (which he contemplated,) against the Shakers. 
But the plentiful display of such phrases as ‘*base misrepresentations, ‘‘false 
glosses,” being “ruled by a spirit of slander and prejudice,” ‘false and 
scandalous comments,” &c. &c. which are charged upon the writer of the 
abridgement, does prove, that Mr. Deming was not in the meekest state 0! 
mind when he wrote his communication. 

A piece of poetry entitled The Hindoo has lain some time on our files. 
Though it contains some tolerable lines, it has too many inaccuracies. 


ERRATA. 


The revival of religion, of which an account appeared in the Panoplist for 
February last, p. 411, took place in Durham (New York,) not in East 
hampton, (Mass.) as there stated. The mistake arose from the fact, that no 
date fa place appeared on the paper handed to us for publication, and, 4 
Mr. Williston being pastor of the latter place, we supposed the narrative t¢ 
relate to his congregation. 

In our last number, p. 503, col. 1, line 3 from bottom, for it is forgotten read 
the recipient is forgotten. 











